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AMERICAN  CROCODILE,  CROCODYLUS  ACUTUS, 
MORTALITIES  IN  SOUTHERN  FLORIDA 

Matthew  L.  Bmen,  Michael  S.  Cherkiss,  and  Frank  J.  Mazzotti 
Department  of  Wildlife  Ecology  and  Conservation, 

Fort  Lauderdale  Research  and  Education  Center,  University  of  Florida, 
3205  College  Avenue,  Davie,  Florida  33314  USA 

Abstract. — Deaths  of  143  American  crocodiles  (Crocodylus  acutus)  were  recorded  in 
southern  Florida  between  1967  and  November  2007.  The  majority  of  deceased  crocodiles 
(67.8%)  were  located  adjacent  to  a road^  with  vehicle  collision  the  likely  cause  of  death. 
Mortalities  have  increased  over  time  with  51%  of  deaths  occurring  over  the  past  nine 
years.  Recommendations  to  reduce  vehicle  collisions  include  underpasses,  fenced  road- 
ways, warning  signs  and  seasonal  speed  restrictions  in  areas  where  crocodiles  are  known 
to  cross  the  road  or  where  deaths  have  occurred. 

The  American  crocodile,  Crocodylus  acutus,  is  primarily  a coastal 
crocodilian  considered  vulnerable  to  extinction  by  the  lUCN — The 
World  Conservation  Union  (Thorbjarnarson  1992,  Ross  1998).  Despite 
protection,  anthropogenic  factors  continue  to  reduce  population  num- 
bers in  many  locations  (Thorbjarnarson  1992).  Habitat  destruction  is 
decreasing  the  availability  of  suitable  nesting  habitat  for  C.  acutus 
throughout  its  range  (Abadia  1996,  Arteaga  and  Sanchez  1996,  Platt 
and  Thorbjarnarson  2000).  Commercial  and  local  hunting,  along  with 
drowning  of  individuals  in  monofilament  fishing  nets,  are  also  primary 
factors  impacting  populations  of  C.  acutus.  Another  factor  is  predation 
upon  nests  by  humans,  which  accounts  for  up  to  30%  of  egg  losses  in 
some  areas  (Thorbjarnarson  1992,  Abadia  1996,  Schubert  et  al.  1996). 

Crocodylus  acutus  reaches  the  northernmost  extent  of  its  range  in 
South  Florida  (Thorbjarnarson  1992).  In  1975,  the  United  States  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  listed  the  Florida  population  as  Endangered  (Fed- 
eral Register  40:44151).  Habitat  loss  has  been  the  primary  cause  of  en- 
dangerment  for  the  American  crocodile  in  Florida  (Mazzotti  1999, 
Mazzotti  et  al.  2007).  Since  C.  acutus  was  declared  Endangered,  the 
population  has  gradually  started  to  recover  (Mazzotti  1999,  Mazzotti 
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et  aL  2007).  In  Florida,  with  the  increasing  number  of  crocodiles,  in- 
creasing human  population,  and  development  adjacent  to  crocodile 
habitat,  increased  crocodile  mortality  may  be  inevitable.  Here  we  re- 
port known  mortalities  of  C.  acutus  in  southern  Florida  from  1967  to 
November  2007. 

A total  of  143  C.  acutus  deaths  have  been  recorded  in  Florida,  as 
far  north  as  Naples  on  the  west  coast  and  Fort  Lauderdale  on  the  east 
coast,  and  as  far  south  as  Sugarloaf  Key.  Although  mortalities  have 
been  recorded  throughout  the  Florida  Keys,  39  deaths  have  occurred  in 
the  upper  Keys;  96  mortalities  have  occurred  on  the  mainland,  includ- 
ing 17  recorded  at  the  Florida  Power  and  Light  Turkey  Point  Power 
Plant,  and  15  documented  in  Everglades  National  Park  (Fig.  1).  Total 
lengths  were  measured  for  97  individuals:  45  adults  (>225  cm;  mean  = 
284.5  ± 6.63)  and  52  juveniles  and  sub-adults  (>65  cm  and  <225  cm; 
mean  ^ 136.2  ± 7.89).  Ninety-seven  individuals  (67.8%)  were  located 
along  a road,  suggesting  that  vehicle  collision  was  the  most  likely 
cause  of  death.  Fifteen  deaths  (10.5%)  were  attributed  to  malicious  in- 
tent, seven  (4.9%)  to  natural  causes,  and  one  individual  (0.7%)  was  re- 
portedly killed  in  a boat  collision.  No  cause  of  death  was  reported  for  23 
individuals  (16.1%).  Deaths  from  natural  causes  included  five  individ- 
uals that  died  after  hard  freezes  and  two  killed  by  another  crocodile. 
Hard  freezes  have  been  reported  to  cause  mortalities  of  crocodiles 
(Mazzotti  et  al.  2007).  Of  the  51  animals  for  which  sex  was  determined, 
the  ratio  of  females  to  males  was  1.2:1  for  all  animals  and  1.3:1  for 
adults.  A chi-square  test  with  the  Yates  correction  showed  the  ratio 
was  not  significantly  different  from  1:1  for  either  group  (x^,  critical 
value  3.841).  Documented  mortalities  have  increased  over  time  (r^  = 
0.38;  P ” 0.0001),  with  more  than  51%  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  last 
nine  years.  However,  it  is  important  to  remember  that  these  data  rep- 
resent only  the  crocodile  mortalities  that  were  recorded  and  does  not 
account  for  unreported  deaths. 

In  South  Florida,  US  Highway  1 (Florida  City  to  Key  Largo),  Card 
Sound  Road,  and  County  Road  905  have  been  responsible  for  84.4%  of 
crocodile  deaths  by  vehicle  collision  (Fig.  1).  While  we  do  not  know 
what  percentage  of  crocodiles  may  have  simply  been  basking  on  the 
right  of  way  prior  to  the  collision  with  a vehicle,  these  roads  create  bar- 
riers that  inhibit  natural  movements  of  C.  acutus.  In  most  cases,  croc- 
odiles were  killed  on  roads  that  divided  water  bodies  (open  water, 
creeks,  canals,  and  ponds)  associated  with  mangrove  forests.  This  has 
proven  especially  detrimental  for  adults  during  the  breeding  season 
(March  to  August),  as  individuals  travel  to  find  mates  and  females  mi- 
grate to  or  from  nesting  sites  (Ogden  1978,  Kushlan  and  Mazzotti 
1989).  Of  the  road-killed  adults  considered  sexually  mature  (>2.25  m), 
24  (63%)  were  confirmed  killed  during  the  breeding  season.  Given  the 
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Figure  1.  Location  of  Crocodylus  acutus  mortalities  recorded  in  southern  Flor- 
ida between  1967  and  November  2007. 


importance  of  adults  to  the  reproductive  health  of  the  population,  it  is 
essential  that  further  attempts  be  made  to  reduce  vehicle  collisions 
along  these  roads. 

We  offer  several  recommendations  to  reduce  the  number  of  vehicle 
collisions  with  C.  acutus.  In  areas  where  crocodiles  are  known  to  cross 
the  road  or  where  deaths  have  occurred,  underpasses  should  be  con- 
structed, roadways  fenced,  warning  signs  erected,  and  seasonal  speed 
restrictions  enforced;  some  are  included  in  the  design  for  the  US  1 ex- 
pansion currently  underway.  In  conjunction  with  these  measures,  a 
long-term  program  should  be  implemented  to  maintain  and  repair 
fences  damaged  by  vehicle  collisions  or  degraded  through  weathering. 
Speed  restrictions  should  be  applied  and  enforced  during  the  breeding 
season  (March  to  August)  between  dusk  and  dawn  when  visibility  is 
poor  and  C.  acutus  are  considered  most  active  (Rodda  1984).  The  con- 
struction of  fences  with  underpasses/culverts  at  recognized  road-kill 
“hot  spots”  have  reduced  vehicle  collisions  with  Florida  black  bear  {Ur- 
sus  americanus  floridanus;  Roof  and  Wooding  1996),  several  species  of 
turtle  (Aresco  2005),  and  deer  (Ward  1982,  Foster  and  Humphrey  1995, 
Romin  and  Bissonette  1996).  The  inclusion  of  speed  restrictions  and 
warning  signs  with  fenced  roadways  and  underpasses/culverts  have 
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also  proven  effective  measures  for  reducing  road  mortality  in  Florida 
panther  {Puma  concolor  coryi;  Foster  and  Humphrey  1995,  Land  and 
Lotz  1996)  and  Key  deer  {Odocoileus  virginianus  clavium;  Calvo  and 
Silvy  1996),  as  well  as  other  mammals,  amphibians,  and  reptiles  (Dodd 
et  al.  2004). 

The  population  of  C.  acutus  in  South  Florida  has  recovered  to  the 
extent  that  the  status  has  been  reduced  from  Endangered  to  Threat- 
ened (Federal  Register  72:13027-13047).  However,  the  population  of 
C.  acutus  in  Florida  is  still  of  limited  size  and  vulnerable  to  human- 
induced  threats  and  chance  events  (Mazzotti  1999,  Mazzotti  et  al. 
2007).  Human  development  continues  to  encroach  upon  crocodilian 
habitat,  and  modified  freshwater  fiow  due  to  upstream  development 
also  negatively  impacts  the  crocodile  population  in  South  Florida 
(Mazzotti  1999,  Mazzotti  et  al.  2007).  Death  by  vehicle  collision  may 
exceed  natural  causes  of  mortality  for  American  crocodiles.  Although 
the  number  of  mortalities  increased  (r^  = 0.38;  P = 0.0001)  from  1967  to 
2007,  nesting  rates  have  increased  substantially,  with  a five-fold  in- 
crease in  the  annual  number  of  nests  identified  in  Florida  during  the 
period  1978-  2004  (Mazzotti  et  al.  2007).  Given  the  increase  in  nesting, 
it  does  not  currently  appear  that  mortality  rates  are  negatively  impact- 
ing the  overall  success  of  the  population.  However,  the  successful  re- 
covery of  this  endangered  species  requires  continued,  ongoing 
monitoring,  management,  and  protection. 
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CORRECTED  DATES  OF  OCCURRENCE  FOR  FLORIDA’S 
THIRD  ACCEPTED  REPORT  OF  THE  CUBAN  PEWEE 

Bill  Pranty 

8515  Village  Mill  Row,  Bayonet  Point,  Florida  34667  USA 
E-mail:  billpranty@hotmail.com 

The  Florida  Ornithological  Society  Records  Committee  (FOSRC)  has  accepted  three 
reports  (two  of  them  representing  verifiable  records)  of  the  Cuban  Pewee  (Contopus  car- 
ibaeus)  in  Florida  (Anderson  1996,  Bowman  2004).  Confusion  has  surrounded  the  dates 
of  occurrence  for  the  second  record  (and  third  accepted  report):  FOSRC  #02-490,  a bird 
observed  in  late  1999  at  Gumbo  Limbo  Nature  Center  in  Boca  Raton,  Palm  Beach 
County,  and  verifiably  recorded  via  photographs  and  recorded  call  notes.  No  contempo- 
raneous report  of  the  pewee  was  submitted  to  the  FOSRC,  and  it  was  not  until  2002 
that  the  FOSRC  sought  documentation  for  this  bird  (J.  Greenlaw  in  litt.).  One  observer 
contacted  did  submit  a copy  of  his  videotape,  but  did  not  include  the  date  the  tape  was 
recorded.  Consequently,  the  FOSRC  report  (Bowman  2004)  stated  that  the  Cuban 
Pewee  at  Gumbo  Limbo  Nature  Center  was  observed  “...sometime  during  the  Fall  of 
1999  (exact  date  not  remembered).” 

The  dates  for  the  Cuban  Pewee  at  Gumbo  Limbo  Nature  Center  were  published  in 
the  seasonal  bird  summaries  in  Florida  Field  Naturalist  and  North  American  Birds,  but 
the  published  dates  differ — even  though  I compiled  both  summaries!  The  FOS  Field  Ob- 
servations Committee  (FOC)  report  for  the  fall  1999  season  (Pranty  2000a)  listed  the 
dates  as  29  September- 1 October  1999,  while  the  fall  1999  report  for  North  American 
Birds  (Pranty  2000b)  listed  the  dates  as  29  October-2  November  1999. 

After  publication  of  the  fall  FOC  1999  report,  I received  a letter  from  John  Schrader, 
who  informed  me  that  the  dates  of  29  September- 1 October  1999  for  the  Cuban  Pewee 
were  incorrect,  and  that  the  correct  dates  were  29  October-2  November  1999 — dates  that 
match  those  published  in  North  American  Birds  (Pranty  2000b).  I published  these  cor- 
rected dates  in  a subsequent  FOC  report,  for  fall  2000  (Pranty  2001).  Mr.  Schrader  also 
informed  me  that  he  had  videotaped  the  pewee  on  2 November  1999.  However,  after 
viewing  a copy  of  Mr.  Schrader’s  videotape,  it  was  obvious  that  the  bird  in  the  videotape 
was  not  a Cuban  Pewee,  but  was  an  Eastern  Phoebe  (Sayornis  phoebe),  which  frequently 
pumped  its  tail,  uttered  rich  chip  notes,  and  lacked  a discernible  eye-ring.  When  I in- 
formed Mr.  Schrader  of  my  identification,  he  graciously  acknowledged  that  it  was  a 
phoebe,  and  noted  that  he  had  wondered  about  the  identification  of  the  bird  in  the  video- 
tape, but  that  others  had  “confirmed”  the  identification  of  the  bird  as  the  Cuban  Pewee. 

To  ascertain  the  dates  for  the  Cuban  Pewee  at  Gumbo  Limbo  Nature  Center  during 
fall  1999,  I posted  requests  for  assistance  to  two  of  the  Florida  Internet  birding  lists 
(BRDBRAIN  and  the  Miami  Bird  Board)  in  March  2008.  The  six  replies  I received  were 
unanimous  in  confirming  that  the  pewee  was  seen  in  late  October  and  early  November 
(J.  Boyd,  R.  Diaz,  P.  Cohen,  B.  Hansen,  T.  Gire,  and  P.  Bithorn  in  litt.).  The  information 
provided  by  Tom  Gire  was  especially  helpful.  Gire  was  one  of  the  four  birders  who  discov- 
ered the  Cuban  Pewee  on  29  October.  In  the  company  of  many  other  birders,  he  saw  the 
pewee  again  on  30  and  31  October.  Gire  heard  and  audiotaped  (but  did  not  see)  the  Cu- 
ban Pewee  on  2 November  1999.  The  bird  was  not  reliably  observed  after  the  latter  date. 
Gire  provided  to  me  a color  photograph  of  the  pewee  taken  30  October  1999,  and  an  au- 
dio recording  of  the  pewee’s  call  recorded  on  2 November  1999.  I have  deposited  both  of 
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these  items  with  the  FOSRC  file  at  the  Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History,  University  of 
Florida,  Gainesville. 

Because  I am  partially  responsible  for  the  confusion  regarding  the  dates  of  occur- 
rence for  Florida’s  third  accepted  report  of  the  Cuban  Pewee,  I appreciate  the  opportu- 
nity to  clarify  the  information  here. 

Acknowledgments. — I thank  John  H.  Boyd  III,  Robin  Diaz,  Pinya  Cohen,  Bev 
Hansen,  Paul  Bithorn,  and  especially  Tom  Gire  for  providing  the  dates  they  observed 
the  Gumbo  Limbo  Cuban  Pewee,  Tom  Gire  for  supplying  documentation,  and  John 
Schrader  for  alerting  me  that  the  dates  published  in  Florida  Field  Naturalist  were  in- 
correct. I thank  Jon  Greenlaw,  former  secretary  of  the  FOSRC,  for  additional  informa- 
tion about  the  pewee.  Finally,  I thank  Bruce  H.  Anderson  for  improving  a draft  of  the 
manuscript. 
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LONG-^EARED  OWL  IN  THE  WESTERN  PANHANDLE  OF  FLORIDA 

Robert  A.  Duncan\  Lucy  Duncan^  and  Dorothy  Kaufmann^ 

^614  Fairpoint  Drive,  Gulf  Breeze,  Florida  32561  USA 

^Wildlife  Sanctuary  of  Northwest  Florida, 

105  North  S Street,  Pensacola,  FL  32505  USA 

On  30  November  2007,  Dustin  Rodgers  found  his  cat  playing  with  a small  owl  in  a ditch 
near  his  home  on  Garmon  Point,  Santa  Rosa  County,  near  Milton,  Florida.  His  mother, 
Donna  Rodgers,  brought  the  bird  to  Dorothy  Kaufmann,  Director  of  the  Wildlife  Sanctuary 
of  Northwest  Florida  in  Pensacola,  Escambia  County  on  1 December.  Kaufmann  identified 
it  as  a male  Long-eared  Owl  (Asio  otus).  The  Duncans  were  called  and  examined  the  bird, 
confirming  her  identification.  One  of  the  owl’s  wings  was  bruised,  and  its  weight  at  admis- 
sion was  200  grams,  considerably  less  than  the  mean  of  about  270  grams  for  a male  Long- 
eared Owl  (D.  Kaufmann,  pers.  obs.,  Dunning  2008).  Despite  these  infirmities  the  owl, 
dubbed  LEO  by  sanctuary  staff,  appeared  to  be  alert.  The  Sanctuary  immediately  began 
rehabilitation  procedures,  feeding  the  owl  fresh  game  that  it  readily  consumed.  As  the 
bruising  healed,  the  staff  placed  the  bird  in  an  outdoor  flight  cage  for  exercise.  Photographs 
taken  by  Lucy  Duncan  were  submitted  to  the  Florida  Ornithological  Society  Records  Com- 
mittee (FOSRC)  and  circulated  on  the  internet.  FOSRC  members  reviewed  the  photo- 
graphs and  determined  that  it  was  a sub-adult,  based  on  the  barring  on  the  remiges,  and 
that  it  was  a hatching-year  bird,  as  indicated  by  the  lack  of  molt  (A.  Kratter,  pers.  comm.). 

The  owl  was  successfully  rehabilitated,  gaining  70  grams  in  31  days.  On  a cold  and 
clear  New  Years  Day,  2008,  Kaufmann  and  Sanctuary  staff  released  the  bird  on  a pri- 
vate farm  in  central  Santa  Rosa  County  while  about  60  birders  and  a TV  crew  from  Mo- 
bile, Alabama  watched.  Its  flight  was  strong  as  it  flew  into  the  protected  forest 
surrounding  Coldwater  Creek.  LEO  has  not  been  seen  or  heard  again. 

In  the  Western  Hemisphere  the  Long-eared  Owl  breeds  from  Canada  south  to  north- 
western Baja  California,  southern  New  Mexico,  and  northern  Nuevo  Leon  to  central  Okla- 
homa and  New  England.  It  winters  from  southern  Canada  south  to  northern  and  central 
Mexico,  southern  Texas,  the  Gulf  Coast  and  Georgia,  and  casually  to  Florida  (AOU  1998). 

Robertson  and  Woolfenden  (1992)  cited  only  one  verifiable  Florida  specimen,  MCZ 
248345,  Monroe  County,  3 November  1898,  collected  by  J.  W.  Atkins.  Robertson  and 
Woolfenden  (1992)  also  considered  a December 1966  sighting  in  Brevard  County  to  be 
“credible”  (Cruickshank  1980).  Stevenson  and  Anderson  (1994)  accepted  the  1898  speci- 
men record,  as  well  as  a 1992  occurrence  of  a sick  bird  that  later  died,  found  8 December 
by  Kim  Petrie  in  Cassia,  Lake  County  (GEW  5871).  All  other  reports  of  specimens  or 
sight  records  were  considered  inconclusive. 

Since  the  publication  of  Robertson  and  Woolfenden  (1992)  and  Stevenson  and  Ander- 
son (1994),  the  Florida  Ornithological  Society  Records  Committee  (FOSRC)  has  ac- 
cepted three  Florida  records  of  Long-eared  Owl  (A.  Kratter,  pers.  comm.):  FOSRC  #94- 
290,  20  March  1994,  Keith  Tarvin  et  al.,  videotaped  by  Brooks  Atherton  at  Archbold  Bi- 
ological Station,  Highlands  County  (Tarvin  1994);  FOSRC  #95-330,  2 March  1995,  a 
sight  report  at  Archbold  Biological  Station  by  B.  Pranty  and  T.  Gionfriddo  (Pranty 
1995);  and  FOSRC  #03-503,  17  April  2003,  Garden  Key,  Monroe  County,  Larry  Manfredi 
et  ah,  photographed  by  Murray  Gardler  (Pranty  2003). 

There  are  14  records  for  neighboring  Alabama,  four  of  which  are  coastal,  including  one 
sighting  on  an  oil  platform  71  miles  south  of  the  Alabama  coast  (G.  Jackson,  pers.  comm.). 

The  Santa  Rosa  County  report  submitted  to  the  FOSRC  was  accepted  as  #07-654. 
This  was  the  first  record  of  the  Long-eared  Owl  for  the  western  Panhandle  and  about 
the  seventh  accepted  record  for  Florida. 
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EFFECT  OF  VENTILATION  HOLES  ON  THE  INTERNAL 
TEMPERATURE  OF  BIRD  NEST  BOXES 

Richard  Poole  and  Christine  Brown 
150  Essex  Drive,  Longwood,  Florida  32779  USA 


Many  directions  for  construction  of  nest  boxes  state  that  ventilation  holes  should  be 
made  near  the  top  of  the  boxes’  sides.  For  example,  the  University  of  Florida  IFAS  Ex- 
tension Service  website  (http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/UW058;  accessed  17  January  2008)  ad- 
vises that  “Ventilation  holes  or  slits  should  be  located  at  the  top  of  both  sides  just 
beneath  the  roof”  The  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology  Birdhouse  Network  web  page 
(http://www.birds.cornelLedu/birdhouse/resources/features;  accessed  17  January  2008) 
also  recommends  ventilation  holes. 

We  asked  authorities  at  the  University  of  Florida  (UF)  and  Cornell  University  (CU) 
for  the  difference  in  temperature  of  ventilated  boxes  and  unventilated  boxes.  Mark 
Hostetler,  UF,  and  a docent  at  CU  replied  that  they  knew  of  no  such  data,  so  we  con- 
ducted an  experiment  to  test  the  effect  of  ventilation  holes  on  the  internal  temperature 
of  several  boxes. 

We  constructed  six  boxes  with  an  inside  base  of  11.5  x 12.5  cm,  inside  height  24  cm, 
and  a hole  diameter  of  4 cm  with  the  bottom  of  the  hole  17  cm  above  the  floor.  In  three  of 
the  boxes,  four  0.6-cm  holes  were  drilled  in  each  side  1 cm  below  the  top.  The  bottom  of 
the  entrance  hole  was  1.5  m above  the  ground.  Boxes  were  exposed  to  the  sun  from 
about  0900  to  1600  hours  in  Longwood,  FL.  Boxes  were  not  occupied. 

Temperature  in  the  bottom  of  the  boxes  was  recorded  six  times,  one  day  in  February, 
two  in  March  and  three  in  July  during  clear  sunny  weather.  Temperatures  outside  the 
boxes  averaged  39.2°C.  The  ventilated  boxes  averaged  an  inside  temperature  of  34.0°C 
degrees;  the  unventilated  boxes  a temperature  34.9°C.  We  suspect  that  a difference  of 
less  than  one  degree  is  not  enough  to  threaten  the  life  of  young  birds  in  nest  boxes. 

For  ten  years  the  authors  have  checked  nest  boxes  without  ventilation  holes.  The 
only  fatalities  were  due  to  predators.  On  the  other  hand,  all  of  these  boxes  except  blue- 
bird boxes  were  shaded  completely  or  for  the  majority  of  the  time,  so  the  need  for  venti- 
lation holes  may  not  have  been  critical.  Some  boxes  for  bluebirds  without  ventilation 
holes  did  receive  sun  for  most  of  the  day. 
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IN  MEMORIAM 

William  B.  Robertson,  Jr.,  1924-2000 

Florida  ornithology  will  ever  be  in  debt  to  Dr.  William  B.  (Bill)  Rob- 
ertson, Jr.,  who  passed  away  on  28  January  2000  at  the  age  of  75.  In 
many  ways  and  for  many  decades,  he  was  the  acknowledged  Dean  of 
Florida  ornithologists.  In  a state  that  harbored  some  of  the  most  scien- 
tifically and  professionally  prominent  ornithologists  of  the  second  half 
of  the  twentieth  century  (Austin,  Brodkorb,  Owre,  Kale,  James, 
Stevenson,  Woolfenden,  to  name  a selection),  it  was  he  whose  engage- 
ment, collaboration,  encouragement,  advice,  knowledge  and  wisdom 
were  sought  out  by  all  of  the  rest.  And  it  was  he  who  inevitably  was 
called  into  service  to  advise  their  students  who  in  turn  became  an  ex- 
ceptional cadre  of  Florida-reared  ornithologists.  His  was  a wisdom  and 
authority  born  of  his  innate  intelligence,  long  experience,  care, 
thoughtfulness,  and  impeccable  judgment.  And  he  knew  his  Florida 
birds.  It  was  he  whose  care  and  scholarship  produced  the  definitive  ac- 
curate listing  of  the  birds  of  Florida. 

Bill  Robertson’s  Florida  experience  began  with  his  doctoral  studies, 
when  he  was  sent  to  the  Everglades  by  the  great  name  in  animal  ecology, 
S.  Charles  Kendeigh,  who  was  then  dispatching  his  graduate  students 
into  the  major  biomes.  Bill’s  youthful  assignment  was  to  study  the  avi- 
fauna of  the  West  Indian  zone  of  South  Florida,  which  he  did  with  a com- 
pleteness that  produced  a monumental  1955  doctoral  thesis  of  613 
information-crammed  pages,  entitled,  ''Breeding  bird  populations  of 
tropical  Florida  in  relation  to  the  vegetation.”  The  paper  remains  the  de- 
finitive statement  of  the  avian  biogeography  and  habitat  relationships  of 
South  Florida.  Like  much  of  his  work,  to  great  misfortune,  the  disserta- 
tion was  never  published  and  so  was  not  as  accessible  to  the  wider  scien- 
tific community  as  otherwise  it  should  have  been.  Fortunately  an 
opportunity  to  abstract  the  core  of  the  work  was  made  available  years 
later  and  published  as  "The  southern  Florida  avifauna”  in  the  book  "En- 
vironments of  South  Florida:  Present  and  Past.”  The  senior  author  was 
fortunate  to  be  taken  on  as  a coauthor  charged  with  updating  the  infor- 
mation for  the  paper,  an  example  of  Bill’s  habit  of  taking  junior  biologists 
onto  his  projects,  a trait  that  benefited  many  a newbie  ornithologist. 

As  he  was  working  on  his  dissertation,  he  also  was  working  for 
Everglades  National  Park,  where  he  became  the  second  biologist  of  the 
still  new  and  still  little-known  park.  It  was  from  his  assignments  in 
this  capacity  that  in  1953  he  wrote  one  of  the  most  important  studies 
ever  of  South  Florida  ecology,  a report  to  the  National  Park  Service  en- 
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titled  “A  survey  of  the  effects  of  fire  in  Everglades  National  Park/’  In 
this  paper  he  demonstrated  that  much  of  South  Florida’s  vegetation  is 
the  way  it  is  because  of  fire,  and  that  managed  fire  would  have  to  be  re- 
stored if  the  ecosystem  were  to  persist.  To  the  government,  dominated 
by  its  Smokey  the  Bear  philosophy,  starting  its  own  forest  fires  was  a 
new  and  scary  thing,  and  this  report  helped  create  the  era  of  controlled 
burning  in  the  Federal  government  that  turned  back  a century  of  igno- 
rant natural  resources  management  practices.  That  today  any  pine- 
wood  at  all  is  left  for  southern  Florida’s  birds  is  due  to  Bill’s  critical 
study.  As  was  the  case  with  the  dissertation,  the  169-page  report  was 
never  published,  but  that  did  not  keep  it  from  being  exceptionally  in- 
fiuential  within  government  natural  resources  management  circles. 

Toward  the  end  of  his  first  decade  in  Florida,  he  wrote  what  be- 
came one  of  the  jewels  of  Florida  natural  history  literature.  Unlike  the 
antecedent  works,  it  was  short,  pithy,  and  popularized.  This  was  “Ever- 
glades: The  Park  Story”  In  this  1959  booklet,  he  not  only  shared  his  al- 
ready profound  knowledge  of  what  the  Everglades  is  all  about  but 
showed  a flare  for  popular  writing  that  could  leave  professional  writers 
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in  his  dust.  His  imagery,  word  choice,  and  turn  of  phrase  made  every 
page  a joy  and  every  reader  a new  devotee  of  the  Everglades.  No  popu- 
lar  book  reveals  the  Everglades  nearly  so  well.  Nearly  fifty  years  later 
this  booklet  remains  in  print,  a testament  to  the  timeless  nature  of  his 
writing,  and  it  remains  a must-read  for  every  South  Florida  naturalist. 

As  the  sixties  progressed,  he  was  joined  by  a much  larger  science 
and  resource  management  staff  in  Everglades  National  Park,  popu- 
lated by  a succession  of  young  scientists  to  whom  he  became  a cher- 
ished mentor.  He  also  was  burdened  increasingly  by  unending 
demands  for  meetings,  letter  answering,  reports,  opinion  pieces,  and 
other  products  that  can  consume  a conscientious  government  scientist,* 
particularly  one  who  took  on  every  assignment  in  a perfectionist  mode. 
The  sixties  and  the  seventies  brought  more  intense  environmental 
challenges,  heating  up  the  biopolitics  of  the  Everglades.  As  saving  the 
remnant  pieces  of  South  Florida  became  a national  issue  and  later  a 
national  priority,  the  agendas  of  involved  government  agencies  and 
conservation  groups  swayed  with  the  wind;  and  it  was  he  that  stood  up- 
right in  the  resulting  breezes.  He  was  involved  deeply,  although  quietly, 
in  all  the  issues  of  the  era— the  Jetport  and  Big  Cypress  Preserve,  Is- 
landia  and  Biscayne  National  Monument,  Aerojet,  SeaDade,  Turkey 
Point,  and  in  Everglades  National  Park  itself  the  never-ending  battles 
over  water  management,  fire  management,  endangered  species  protec- 
tion and  so  on.  He  was  not  the  guy  standing  up  at  public  hearings  for  all 
to  see  and  applaud;  he  was  the  one  whose  insights  were  being  put  forth 
by  those  who  did  speak.  As  the  decades  sped  by,  his  views  continued  to 
be  sought,  even  if  not  always  followed.  But  he  kept  on  keeping  on,  doing 
the  best  he  could  in  the  highly  charged  political  climate,  being  univer- 
sally admired  by  the  environmental  community,  and  sometimes  frus- 
trating his  bosses.  Importantly,  through  all  these  job-related 
distractions,  he  never  let  go  of  the  core  of  his  life's  work,  the  ornithology 
of  South  Florida.  He  did  his  studies  and  inspired  others  to  do  theirs. 

Bill’s  South  Florida  bird  studies  are  too  numerous  to  list,  but  include: 
waterbird  censuses;  Bald  Eagles  in  Florida  Bay  during  their  period  of 
range-wide  decline  and  recovery;  Ospreys;  Great  White  Herons;  Roseate 
Spoonbills;  Christmas  Counts;  breeding  bird  surveys;  Audubon  Field 
Notes  Regional  Reports  and  Changing  Seasons  summaries,  which  them- 
selves are  classics;  rarities,  new  records,  and  range  changes;  and  reports 
of  the  effects  of  climatic  events  on  birds,  especially  hurricane  Donna. 

But  of  all  his  bird  studies,  there  was  one  true  love— the  terns  breed- 
ing on  the  Dry  Tortugas.  This  island  love  affair  began  during  a honey- 
moon visit  with  his  new  bride  Betty  in  1956.  His  1964  paper  “The  terns 
of  the  Dry  Tortugas,”  published  as  a Bulletin  of  the  Florida  State  Mu- 
seum, is  a classic  of  history,  geography,  and  ornithology.  Annually  he  or- 
ganized his  Tortugas  Trip,  and  for  his  teams  of  volunteers  and  students 


68 


FLORIDA  FIELD  NATURALIST 


it  was  an  experience  of  a lifetime.  A few  lucky  ones  came  to  plan  their 
year  around  the  repeating  opportunity  to  be  on  the  Tortugas  (despite 
the  seasick  trip  on  the  way  there),  catching  birds,  taking  data,  banding, 
and  recovering  from  the  exertions  each  night  with  good  company  and 
plentiful  libation.  First  with  his  wife  Betty  and  then  with  an  increasing 
cadre  of  colleagues  including  his  great  co^conspirator  Glen  Woolfenden, 
he  studied  this  colony  for  decades,  come  hell  or  high  water.  At  times  it 
was  hell  to  keep  the  project  going;  there  are  times  he  did  it  on  his  vaca- 
tion time  because  his  bosses  wanted  him  to  stop.  But  unlike  them,  he 
knew  that  long-term  research  is  so  precious  that  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
moment  cannot  be  allowed  to  interfere.  And  he  did  it  through  the  high 
water  of  a hurricane,  through  which  he  was  able  to  document  storm  ef- 
fects on  the  terns.  Unraveling  the  demography  of  the  Sooty  Tern  was 
his  goal,  but  he  also  found  out  about  site  fidelity,  nesting  success,  food, 
and  migration.  The  latter  led  to  what  most  scientists  would  consider  a 
career  capper,  when  he  published  “Trans-Atlantic  migration  of  juvenile 
Sooty  Terns”  in  the  scientific  world’s  most  prestigious  journal.  Nature, 
his  finding  that  Tortugas  Sooty  Terns  crossed  the  Atlantic. 

Also  important  are  the  studies  that  never  bore  his  name,  those  that 
he  encouraged  from  his  young  colleagues  and  students,  studies  of  her- 
ons, ibises,  hawks,  sparrows,  kites,  osprey,  seabirds,  mockingbirds,  vul- 
tures and  many  more  that  comprise  the  bulk  of  the  literature  on  South 
Florida  birds  of  the  era.  It  is  hard  to  recall  a South  Florida  bird  study 
that  he  did  not  in  some  way  advise.  He  invited  his  young  colleagues  to 
analyze  his  own  data  and  write  the  papers,  on  which  he  might  or  might 
not  be  an  author.  As  a scientist,  his  professional  generosity,  selfless- 
ness, and  encouragement  remain  nothing  short  of  remarkable  in  a field 
not  well  known  for  such  attributes  among  its  practitioners.  Young  orni- 
thologists of  Florida  could  have  had  access  to  no  better  a mentor. 

His  other  great  life’s  work,  the  study  of  the  South  Florida  avifauna 
as  a whole,  saw  a completion  point  when  he  and  Glen  Woolfenden  com- 
pleted a pair  of  papers,  “Florida  bird  species:  an  annotated  list”  and 
“The  breeding  birds  of  Florida  Part.  1.  Sources  and  post-settlement 
changes.”  Both  published  as  special  publications  by  the  Florida  Orni- 
thological Society,  these  works  by  the  two  great  perfectionists  of  Flor- 
ida ornithology  were  the  result  of  a long,  deliberative,  incisive,  error- 
finding, creative  thinking  process  that  produced  the  definitive  base- 
line studies  of  Florida’s  changing  avifauna. 

In  1971,  he  was  invited  to  participate  in  the  Second  National  Bio- 
logical Congress  of  the  American  Institute  of  Biological  Sciences,  and 
his  talk,  although  modestly  presented,  was  the  most  precise  and  cut- 
ting statement  ever  of  the  issues  of  the  Everglades.  Never  published, 
the  talk  bravely  entitled,  “A  quick  look  at  natural  history,  biogeogra- 
phy, and  biopolitics  in  South  Florida”  was  well  circulated  in  photocopy 
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and  became  required  reading  for  Everglades  partisans.  So  well  re- 
garded was  Bill  that  he  was  the  only  possible  choice  as  the  inaugural 
president  of  the  fledgling  Florida  Ornithological  Society,  holding  the  of- 
fice in  1973-1974.  At  the  first  conference  ever  of  park  service  biologists 
in  1976,  then-Assistant  Secretary  of  Interior  Nathaniel  R Reed  sur- 
prised him  with  the  U.S.  Department  of  Interior  Medal  for  Distin- 
guished Service.  He  was  a featured  speaker  at  that  meeting,  before  an 
auditorium  full  of  his  admiring  Park  Service  colleagues  and  proteges. 

His  other  recognitions  were  many.  Joining  the  American  Ornithol- 
ogists’ Union  in  1955,  he  was  elected  Fellow  in  1977  and  was  also 
elected  a Fellow  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science.  He  received  the  Award  for  Excellence  from  the  George  M. 
Wright  Society  and  the  Herbert  W.  Kale  II  Award  of  the  Florida  Chap- 
ter of  the  Wildlife  Society.  He  was  selected  as  an  Honorary  Member  of 
the  Florida  Ornithological  Society.  Posthumously,  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  awarded  Bill  its  highest  honor,  the  Citation  for  Meritorious 
Service,  and  Everglades  National  Park  named  one  if  its  research  sta- 
tions the  Dr.  Bill  Robertson,  Jr.  Center.  The  Florida  Ornithological  So- 
ciety honored  his  contributions  by  establishing  the  William  B.  and 
Mary  J.  Robertson  Fellowship  Award  to  support  the  study  and  conser- 
vation of  wildlife,  habitat,  and  ecosystems  in  Florida  and  the  Carib- 
bean. So  far,  the  award  has  funded  study  of  Brown-Headed  Nuthatches 
in  the  Bahamas  and  further  study  of  the  Sooty  Terns  of  Dry  Tortugas. 

Bill  Robertson,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Illinois,  on  22  August  1924. 
He  received  his  AB  degree  from  Carthage  College  in  1947  and  his  MS 
(1949)  and  doctorate  (1955)  from  the  University  of  Illinois,  Urbana.  His 
interest  in  birds  was  early  found;  he  published  his  first  breeding  bird 
census  when  he  was  17  years  old.  In  December  of  1997,  Dr.  William  B. 
Robertson,  Jr.,  retired  after  an  astounding  46  years  of  federal  service. 
But  even  in  retirement  he  continued  to  conduct  field  work,  provide 
guidance  and  proceeding  with  his  life’s  work  of  Florida  birds.  And  that 
life’s  work  continues  today  through  the  ongoing  studies  and  conserva- 
tion work  of  many  dozens  of  his  students,  former  assistants,  colleagues, 
and  successors.  He  was  a man  of  profound  reserve,  intellect,  and  delib- 
eration; a man  of  unbending  ethics  who  was  not  swayed  by  the  winds  of 
politics  and  never  backed  down  from  saying  what  he  knew  to  be  right; 
a man  to  whom  his  colleagues  were  his  family.  Every  ornithologist  and 
birder  who  follows  the  path  he  blazed  in  the  ornithology  of  South  Flor- 
ida can  only  be  grateful  that  he  was  who  he  was  and  that  he  did  what 
he  did.  For  a long  time  coming,  Florida  ornithology  will  miss  its  Dr.  Bill. 

James  A.  Kushlan,  P.O.  Box  2008,  Key  Biscayne,  Florida  33149  jkush- 
lan@earthlink.net  and  Oron  L.  Bass,  Jr.,  Everglades  National  Park, 
40001  State  Road  9336,  Homestead,  Florida  33134. 
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FIELD  OBSERVATIONS 

Winter  Report:  December  2007-February  2008.' — This  report  consists  of  signifi- 
cant bird  observations  compiled  by  the  Field  Observations  Committee  (FOC).  Submis- 
sions to  the  FOC  should  be  in  the  following  format:  species,  number  of  individuals,  age 
and  sex  of  the  bird(s),  color  morph  if  applicable,  location  (including  county),  date,  ob- 
server(s),  and  significance.  Seasons  are  winter  (December-February),  spring  (March- 
May),  summer  (June-July),  and  fall  ( August-No vember).  Submit  observations  to  re- 
gional compilers  within  two  weeks  after  the  close  of  each  season,  or  to  the  state  compiler 
within  one  month.  Addresses  of  the  compilers  are  found  at  the  end  of  this  report.  We 
greatly  prefer  observations  sent  via  e-mail. 

Sight-only  observations  are  considered  “reports”  while  only  those  supported  by  veri- 
fiable evidence  (photographs,  video  or  audio  tapes,  or  specimens)  are  called  “records.” 
Species  for  which  documentation  is  required  by  the  FOS  Records  Committee  (FOSRC; 
Bowman  2006,  Fla.  Field  Nat.  34:90-102)  are  marked  here  with  an  asterisk  (*).  A county 
designation  (in  italics)  accompanies  the  first-time  listing  of  each  site  in  this  report.  Ab- 
breviations in  this  report  are:  CBC  = Christmas  bird  count,  CWA  = critical  wildlife  area, 
EOS  = end  of  season,  NP  = national  park,  NSRA  = north  shore  restoration  area, 
NWR=national  wildlife  refuge,  SP  = state  park,  STA  = stormwater  treatment  area, 
STF=sewage  treatment  facility,  WE  A = wildlife  and  environmental  area,  WMA=wildlife 
management  area,  and  N,  S,  E,  W,  etc.,  for  compass  directions.  Bold-faced  entries  denote 
birds  newly  reported  or  verified  in  Florida,  or  record  numbers. 

Summary  of  the  Winter  Season 

It  was  a typical  winter  weather-wise  across  Florida,  with  few  observations  of  winter-ir- 
ruptive  species.  FOSRC  rarities  were  too  numerous  to  mention  here,  but  included  several 
gulls  and  hummingbirds.  A potential  state-first  Yellow-legged  Gull  was  photographed  at 
Daytona  Beach,  and  newly  recorded  exotics  were  a Great  Black-Hawk  photographed  at 
Virginia  Key  and  a Black-throated  Magpie- Jay  photographed  at  Dade  City. 

Black-bellied  Whistling-Duck:  25  N of  Brooksville  {Hernando)  13  Dec-5  Jan  (A.  & B. 
Hansen);  20  at  Astatula  {Lake)  22  Dec  (B.  Ahern);  500  at  the  Sarasota  Celery  Fields 
{Sarasota)  26  Dec  (R.  Greenspun);  12  at  Cockroach  Bay  {Hillsborough)  1 Jan  (B.  Ah- 
ern); 200  at  W Cocoa  {Brevard)  25  Jan  (D.  Freeland  et  al.);  75  at  The  Villages  {Mar- 
ion) 1 Feb  (J.  Dinsmore);  300-f-  at  STA-5  {Hendry)  2 Feb  (M.  England  et  al.). 

Fulvous  Whistling-Duck:  500-h  at  STA-5,  29  Dec  (M.  England  et  al). 

Greater  White-fronted  Goose:  2 at  Kanapaha  Prairie  {Alachua)  16-17  Dec  (R.  Rowan 
et  al.);  7 at  Sneads  {Jackson)  26  Dec  (A.  Bankert  et  al.). 


Table  1.  Species  observed  up  to  ca.  55  km  off  Volusia  28  Jan  (P.  Lehman  et  al.). 


Species 

Number 

Species 

Number 

Common  Loon 

25 

Sabine’s  Gull 

1 juvenile 

Audubon’s  Shearwater 

3 

Sooty/Bridled  Tern 

3 

Red  Phalarope 

645 

Forster’s  Tern 

13 

Bonaparte’s  Gull 
^Iceland  Gull 

200 

1 first-winter 

Pomarine  Jaeger 

6 
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Snow  Goose:  1 blue  morph  at  Alligator  Point  (Franklin)  1 Dec  (J.  Murphy);  1 white 
morph  at  Merritt  Island  NWR  (Brevard)  5 Dec  (D.  Bales);  1 at  St.  Marks  NWR 
(Wakulla)  6 Dec  (M.  Collins,  M.  Forehand);  1 blue  morph  at  Lake  Istokpoga  (High- 
lands) 13  Dec  (D.  Blood);  1 white  morph  at  Kanapaha  Prairie  16  Dec  (R,  Rowan);  4 (1 
white  and  3 blue)  at  Crews  Lake  Park,  Shady  Hills  (Pasco)  26  Dec  (D.  Robinson);  1 
blue  morph  at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  SP  (Alachua)  1 Jan  (R.  Rowan);  1 along  Heck- 
sher  Drive,  Jacksonville  (Duval)  13  Jan  (K.  Dailey). 

*R0SS’S  Goose:  1 at  Fort  Walton  Beach  STF  (Okaloosa)  3 Dec  (D.  Ware);  2 at  Sneads  26 
Dec-5  Jan  (A.  Banker!  et  aL). 

Canada  Goose:  1 at  Ten  Thousand  Islands  NWR  (Collier)  19  Jan  (T.  Doyle  et  ah);  2 W 
of  Green  Cove  Springs  (Clay)  14  Feb  (B.  Pranty,  M,  Delany). 

Brant:  2 at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  (Volusia)  30-31  Jan  (M.  Brothers  et  aL). 

Gad  WALL:  40  at  Polk  phosphate  mines  12-15  Jan  (P.  Fellers);  10  at  Brandon  (Hillsbor- 
ough) 17  Feb  (E.  Kwater). 

Eurasian  Wigeon:  1 male  at  Merritt  Island  NWR  to  14  Jan  (J.  Eager  et  aL,  photos  to 
FOC  by  D.  Bales). 

American  Black  Duck:  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  9 Dec- 17  Feb  (H.  Robinson);  4 at 
Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  SP  16  Dec  (J.  Hintermister  et  aL);  1 in  Holmes  27  Dec  (R. 
Smith);  1 at  Merritt  Island  NWR  early  Jan-11  Feb  (D.  Bales,  photo  to  FOC), 

Northern  Pintail:  15  at  Myakka  River  SP  (Sarasota)  17  Dec  (J.  Dubi  et  aL);  75  at  STA- 
5,  18  Feb  (M.  England  et  aL). 

Green-winged  Teal:  2700  at  Polk  mines  29  Jan  (P.  Fellers). 

Canvasback:  4 at  Lake  Kissimmee  SP  (Polk)  15  Jan  (C.  Geanangel);  1 at  Port  St,  Lucie 
(St  Lucie)  21  Dec  (B.  Boeringer);  28  at  The  Villages  (Sumter)  14  Jan  (J,  Dinsmore);  8 
at  STA-5,  18  Feb  (M.  England  et  aL). 

Redhead:  5000  at  Bald  Point  (Franklin)  2 Feb  (J.  Murphy). 

Ring-necked  Duck:  2100  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  2 Dec  (H.  Robinson);  1525  at  Polk 
mines  27  Dec  (P.  Fellers). 

Greater  Scaup:  1 male  at  Windermere  (Orange)  8 Dec  (R.  Leatto,  photo  to  FOC);  1 at 
Viera  Wetlands  (Brevard)  8 Dec  (T.  Dunkerton,  photo  to  FOC);  1 female  at  Spring 
Lake,  Altamonte  Springs  (Seminole)  16-18  Dec  (P.  Hueber);  1 female  4 km  inland  at 
Bayonet  Point  (Pasco)  30  Dec  (M.  Gardler,  photo  to  FOC). 

Lesser  Scaup:  150,000+  at  Melbourne  (Brevard)  7 Dec  (D.  Freeland);  300  at  Lake  Samp- 
son (Bradford)  9 Dec  (R.  Smith,  B.  Ahern);  760  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  10  Feb  (H.  Rob- 
inson), 

Common  Eider:  1 juvenile  male  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores  (Volusia)  7 Dec  later  suc- 
cumbed (M.  Brothers,  specimen  to  Florida  Museum  of  Natural  History,  University  of 
Florida). 

Surf  Scoter:  3 females  at  Rookery  Bay  (Collier)  4 Dec  (T.  Below,  photo  to  FOC);  4 (3  fe- 
males and  1 juvenile  male)  at  Ormond  Beach  (Volusia)  6 Dec-25  Jan  (M.  Brothers);  3 
at  Mud  Cove  (Franklin)  25  Dec  (A,  Bankert). 

White-winged  Scoter;  1 at  Fort  Walton  Beach  STF  3 Dec  (D.  Ware);  2 at  Ormond 
Beach  2-23  Jan  (M.  Wilson  et  aL);  1 at  Titusville  (Brevard)  23  Jan  (M,  Harris);  1 off 
Shell  Key  Preserve  (Pinellas)  16-25  Feb  (R.  Smith  et  aL,  photo  to  FOC). 

Black  Scoter:  1 at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  (Citrus)  6 Dec  (M.  Gardler);  5 at  Mud  Cove 
25  Dec  (A.  Bankert);  4 at  Canaveral  National  Seashore  25  Feb  (D.  Freeland). 

Long-tailed  Duck:  1 at  Port  Orange  (Volusia)  7-9  Dec  (M.  Brothers,  photo  to  FOC  by  B. 
Wallace);  1 at  Cocoa  15  Dec  (R.  Book.  D.  Freeland);  1 at  Mud  Cove  25  Dec  (A.  Bankert 
et  aL);  1 at  Alligator  Point  5 Jan  (J.  Murphy);  1 at  St.  Augustine  (St.  Johns)  16  Feb  (D. 
Reed,  photo  to  FOC). 

BuffleheaD:  up  to  44  at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  7 Dec-EOS  (M.  Gardler);  1 at  Ollie’s 
Pond  (Charlotte)  8-15  Dec  (T.  Zinneman,  photo  to  FOC);  2 at  Lake  Butler  (Union)  9 
Dec  (R.  Smith,  B.  Ahern);  2 at  Tierra  Verde  (Pinellas)  15  Dec  (B.  Ahern,  E.  Haney);  1 
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at  St.  Petersburg  15  Dec-13  Jan  (D,  Goodwin,  R.  Smith  et  al.);  up  to  3 at  Lake  Apopka 
NSRA  17  Dec-9  Jan  (H.  Robinson);  2 at  North  Port  (Sarasota)  1 Jan  (T.  Allen);  1 at 
Wakodahatchee  Wetlands  (Palm  Beach)  12  Jan  (J.  Boyd);  1 at  a Polk  mine  15  Jan  (P. 
Fellers);  1 at  Palm  Harbor  (Pinellas)  19  Jan-24  Feb  (R,  Smith). 

Common  Goldeneye:  1 at  Alachua  4 Dec  (B.  Knight);  up  to  3 at  Gainesville  7 Dec-2  Feb 
(B.  Carroll,  P.  Laipis  et  ah);  up  to  30  at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  7 Dec-EOS  (M. 
Gardler);  1 E of  Brooksville  (Hernando)  15  Dec  (C.  Black);  1 at  Weekiwachee  Preserve 
(Hernando)  26  Dec-8  Feb  (D.  Simpson,  A.  & B.  Hansen);  1 at  Cape  Canaveral  14  Feb- 
EOS  (T.  Dunkerton,  photo  to  FOC). 

Hooded  Merganser:  2 at  Key  West  29  Dec  (C.  Goodrich);  620  at  Polk  mines  to  9 Feb  (P. 
Fellers). 

Red-breasted  Merganser:  19  at  Polk  mines  7 Dec-9  Feb  (P.  Fellers);  700  at  Tierra 
Verde  15  Dec  (E,  Haney,  B.  Ahern);  10  at  Newnans  Lake  (Alachua)  to  16  Dec  (J.  Hin- 
termister  et  ah). 

Ruddy  Duck:  10  at  Lake  Sampson  (Bradford)  9 Dec  (B.  Ahern,  R.  Smith);  28,000  at  Lake 
Apopka  NSRA  4 Feb  (H.  Robinson). 

Red-throated  Loon:  2 at  Lake  Weir  (Marion)  14  Dec  (R.  Rowan  et  ah,  photos  to  FOC  by 
A.  Luzader);  2 at  Alligator  Point  22  Dec  (J.  Murphy);  2 at  St.  Marks  NWR  25  Dec  (A. 
Bankert);  1 at  Merritt  Island  NWR  26  Dec  (A.  Vinokur);  1 at  Titusville  29  Dec-3  Feb 
(A.  Vinokur,  M.  Berney). 

Pacific  Loon:  1 at  Sand  Point  Park,  Titusville  29  Dec-3  Feb  (D.  Freeman  et  aL,  photo  to 
FOC  by  D.  Lapsey);  1 near  Jensen  Beach  Causeway  (Martin)  21  Jan  (D.  Simpson). 

Common  Loon:  9 at  Ocean  Pond,  Osceola  NF  (Baker)  2 Dec  (B.  Richter);  70  at  Lake  Weir 
14  Dec  (R,  Rowan  et  al.);  80+  at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  (Pinellas)  21  Feb  (S.  Patterson). 

Horned  Grebe:  up  to  63  at  Fort  Island  Gulf  Beach  7 Dec-EOS  (M.  Gardler);  4 at  Lake 
Butler  (Union)  8 Dec  (B.  Ahern,  R.  Smith);  375  at  Lake  Weir  14  Dec  (R.  Rowan  et  ah); 
4 at  Lake  Cassidy  (Holmes)  3 Jan  (R.  Smith,  B.  Ahern);  up  to  14  at  Newnans  Lake  to 
2 Feb  (J.  Hintermister,  R.  Rowan). 

Brown  Booby:  1 juvenile  wintered  at  St.  Augustine  Beach  pier  (St.  Johns;  T.  Pitchford). 

Northern  Gannet:  1 immature  E of  Brooksville  6 Dec  was  taken  to  a rehabilitation  cen- 
ter (M.  Dowdell,  C.  Black);  1 at  Apollo  Beach  (Hillsborough)  16  Dec  (B.  Ahern);  1000 
off  Siesta  Key  Beach  (Sarasota)  13  Feb  (R.  E.  Peipert,  M.  van  Deventer). 

American  White  Pelican:  550  at  Lake  Hancock  (Hernando  & Pasco)  15  Dec  (L.  Vander- 
veen  et  al.);  300  at  Cockroach  Bay  9 Jan  (B.  Ahern);  200  at  STA-5,  2 Feb  (M.  England 
et  aL);  5550  at  Polk  mines  3 Feb  (P.  Timmer,  C.  Geanangel);  600  at  Shiloh  Marsh 
(Brevard  & Volusia)  25  Feb  (D.  Freeland). 

Great  Cormorant:  1 adult  at  John  U.  Lloyd  SP  (Broward)  16  Dec-31  Jan  (R.  MacGregor 
et  ah);  1 immature  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  28  Dec-EOS  (B,  Wallace  et  aL,  photo  to 
FOC). 

AnhingA:  8 in  Okaloosa  17  Dec  (P.  Baker,  B.  Penhollow). 

Magnificent  Frigatebird:  1 at  Port  St.  Joe  (Gulf)  29  Dec  (B.  Henderson,  D.  Wells). 

American  Bittern:  35  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  12  Dec  (H.  Robinson). 

Least  Bittern:  1 at  Newnans  Lake  2 Feb  (R.  Rowan). 

Great  Blue  Heron:  1 adult  white  morph  observed  nest  building  with  a blue  morph  at 
North  Lido  Key  (Sarasota)  1 Dec  (R.  Greenspun);  1 fledgling  at  Paynes  Prairie  Pre- 
serve SP  1 Jan  (R.  Rowan);  1 white  morph  at  STA-5,  18  Feb  (B.  & E.  Marr,  photos  to 
FOC). 

Black-crowned  Night-Heron:  48  roosted  at  Tierra  Verde  15  Dec  (B.  Ahern,  E.  Haney). 

White  Ibis:  1 at  Pensacola  (Escambia)  17  Dec  (J.  Lloyd  et  al.). 

“Scarlet-type”  Ibis:  1 pink  ibis  at  Briggs  Nature  Center  (Collier)  27  Jan  (A.  Murray);  1 
scarlet  adult  wintered  at  Fort  Myers  Beach  (Lee;  fide  C.  Ewell). 

Glossy  Ibis:  1380  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  9 Dec  (H.  Robinson). 

Roseate  Spoonbill:  300+  at  STA-5, 16-18  Feb  (M.  England  et  ah). 
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Turkey  Vulture:  1000+  at  Myakka  Lake,  Myakka  River  SP  fed  on  dead  fish  11  Jan  (J. 
Dubi  et  aL);  1750  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  20  Jan  (H.  Robinson);  1 leucistic  adult  at  the 
Royce  Unit,  Lake  Wales  Ridge  NWR  {Highlands)  25  Jan  (M.  McMillian,  photos  to 
FOC). 

American  Flamingo:  1 unhanded  adult  at  STA-5,  16-18  Feb  (M.  England  et  al.,  photos 
to  FOC  by  D.  Goodwin). 

Flamingo  species:  1 unhanded  bird  at  J.N.  “Ding”  Darling  NWR  (Lee)  31  Dec-1  Jan  {fide 
a Ewell). 

Osprey:  162  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  24  Feb  (H.  Robinson). 

Swallow-tailed  Kite:  1 at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  SP  {Okeechobee)  16  Feb  (P. 
Miller);  1 at  Tiger  Point  {Santa  Rosa)  18  Feb  (B.  Bremser);  1 at  Gulf  Breeze  {Santa 
Rosa)  22  Feb  (D,  Timmons);  1 at  New  Port  Richey  {Pasco)  22  Feb  (K.  Tracey);  1 near 
Isles  of  Capri  {Collier)  23  Feb  (G.  Fischer);  3 at  Panacea  {Wakulla)  26  Feb  (M.  Keys). 

White-tailed  Kite:  2 along  Research  Road,  Everglades  NP  {Miami-Dade)  11  Dec-EOS 
(R.  Diaz,  J.  Boyd);  2 at  Allapattah  Ranch  Natural  Area  {Martin)  19  Dec  (S.  Schubert, 
photo  to  FOC);  1 at  Three  Lakes  WMA  {Osceola)  24  Dec  (B.  Sanders);  1 at  Orlando 
Wetlands  Park  {Orange)  1 Feb  (B.  Anderson  et  al.);  1 adult  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  24 
Feb  (H.  Robinson);  1 pair  observed  copulating  and  nest  building  at  Kissimmee  Prairie 
Preserve  SP  27  Feb  (P.  Miller). 

Great  Black-Hawk  {Buteogallus  urubitinga):  1 adult  of  the  nominate  race  at  Vir- 
ginia Key  {Miami-Dade)  8 & 29  Jan  (R.  Diaz,  photos  to  FOC). 

Bald  Eagle:  26  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  5 Dec  (H.  Robinson);  28  at  Lake  Kissimmee  SP 
15  Jan  (C.  Geanangel  et  al.). 

Red-shouldered  Hawk:  1 in  W Pasco  ate  a Muscovy  Duck  chick  1 Dec  (K.  Tracey);  1 
leucistic  adult  at  Green  Swamp  WMA  {Polk)  17  Feb  (B.  & L.  Cooper,  photos  to  FOC). 

Broad-winged  Hawk:  5 immatures  at  Pine  Island  (Lee)  22  Jan  (R.  Bowman). 

Short-tailed  Hawk:  1 dark  morph  at  Merritt  Island  15  Dec  (C.  Goodrich  et  al.);  1 dark 
morph  adult  at  Orlando  Wetlands  Park  10  Feb  (E,  Kwater);  1 dark  morph  over 
Werner-Boyce  Salt  Springs  SP,  Bayonet  Point  16  Feb  (K.  Tracey  et  al.);  1 light  morph 
1.6  km  N of  SR-50  along  the  Withlacoochee  State  Trail  {Hernando)  17  Feb  (B.  & L. 
Cooper);  1 dark  morph  at  J.B.  Starkey  Wilderness  Park  {Pasco)  25  Feb  (K.  Tracey);  1 
dark  morph  at  New  Port  Richey  26  Feb  (K.  Tracey);  1 light  morph  at  Lakeland  {Polk) 
29  Feb  (P.  Fellers). 

Red-tailed  Hawk:  148  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  5 Dec,  and  1 dark  morph  there  2-30  Dec 
(H.  Robinson). 

Golden  Eagle:  1 at  DeFuniak  Springs  {Walton)  6 Jan  (D.  Richardson). 

Crested  CaracarA:  1 at  Boyd  Hill  Nature  Preserve,  St.  Petersburg  8 Dec  (A.  Wallace, 
photo  to  FOC)  furnished  the  first  in  Pinellas  since  1909  {fide  R.  Smith);  a pair  bred  at 
Geneva  {Seminole)  23  Jan-EOS  {fide  L.  Malo  et  al.);  2 at  S Cocoa  3 Feb  (M.  Berney); 
1 pair  at  Lake  Monroe  Conservation  Area  {Seminole)  7 Feb  {fide  L.  Malo);  1 at  Lake 
Jesup  Conservation  Area  {Seminole)  8 Feb  {fide  L.  Malo);  1 sub-adult  along  SR-833 
just  N of  1-75  {Broward)  15  Feb  (E.  Kwater). 

Yellow  Rail:  singles  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  SP  12  Jan,  21  Feb,  & 26  Feb  (M. 
Korosy,  P.  Miller  et  al.). 

Purple  Swamphen:  1 at  Viera  Wetlands  30  Nov-19  Feb  (C.  Ward,  photos  to  FOC),  when 
it  reportedly  was  removed  by  state  personnel. 

American  Coot:  50,000  at  Lake  Lochloosa  {Alachua)  23  Jan  (B.  & J.  Bolte);  25,000  at 
STA-5,  16-18  Feb  (M.  England  et  al.). 

Sandhill  Crane:  5 at  St.  Marks  NWR  6 Dec  (M.  Collins,  M.  Forehand);  2 at  DeFuniak 
Springs  6-8  Dec  (H.  Moore);  2 at  Tallahassee  21  Dec  (J.  Cavanagh). 

Black-bellied  Plover:  200  in  a plowed  field  at  Ruskin  {Hillsborough)  16  Dec  (E. 
Haney,  B.  Ahern,  B.  Pranty);  up  to  18  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  30  Dec-EOS  (H.  Robin- 
son); 452  between  Caxambas  Pass  and  Cape  Romano  {Collier)  4 Feb  (T.  Below);  200  at 
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Shell  Key  Preserve  16  Feb  (R.  Smith  et  ah);  145  wintered  at  Crandon  Beach  (Miami- 
Dade;  R.  Diaz). 

Snowy  Plover:  2 at  Talbot  Islands  SP  {Duval)  29  Dec  (P.  Leary);  17  at  Little  Estero  Is- 
land CWA  (Lee)  18  Jan  (C.  Ewell). 

Wilson's  Plover:  7 in  a plowed  field  at  Ruskin  16  Dec  (E.  Haney,  B.  Ahern,  B.  Pranty); 
86  at  Boca  Chica  Key  29  Dec  (C.  Goodrich);  25  at  Little  Estero  Island  CWA  18  Jan  (C. 
Ewell);  26  between  Caxambas  Pass  and  Cape  Romano  4 Feb  (T.  Below);  25  at  Shell 
Key  16  Feb  (R.  Smith  et  ah). 

Semipalmated  Plover:  216  at  Boca  Chica  29  Jan  (C.  Goodrich);  180  at  Shell  Key  Pre- 
serve 16  Feb  (R.  Smith  et  ah). 

Piping  Plover:  6 at  Little  Estero  Island  CWA  18  Jan  (C.  Ewell);  5 at  Bunche  Beach  {Lee) 
26  Jan  (C.  Ewell,  W.  Winton);  11  at  Bird  Island,  Nassau  Sound  {Duval)  3 Feb  in- 
cluded 1 banded  in  Michigan  (P.  Leary);  12  at  Shell  Key  16  Feb  (R.  Smith  et  ah);  1 at 
Cedar  Key  28  Feb  (M.  Gardler);  28  wintered  at  Crandon  Beach  (R.  Diaz). 

American  Avocet:  2 at  Naples  Beach  {Collier)  16  Dec  (T.  Below);  up  to  5 at  Bystre  Lake  2 
Jan-EOS  (M.  Gardler  et  al);  2 at  Ten  Thousand  Islands  NWR  3 Jan  (T.  Doyle);  225  at 
Merritt  Island  NWR  5 Jan  (D.  Freeland);  8 along  Hecksher  Drive,  Jacksonville  13  Jan  (R. 
Clark);  12  at  STA-5, 16-18  Feb  (M.  England  et  al);  165  at  Cedar  Key  28  Feb  (M.  Gardler). 

WiLLET:  500  at  Pinellas  Point  13  Jan  (R.  Smith);  644  between  Caxambas  Pass  and  Cape 
Romano  4 Feb  (T.  Below);  500  at  Cedar  Key  28  Feb  (M.  Gardler). 

Whimbrel:  18  S of  Marco  Island  {Collier)  6 Mar  (T.  Below). 

Long-billed  Curlew:  1 at  Indian  Pass  {Franklin)  29  Dec  (J.  Murphy);  1 at  Cedar  Key 
28  Feb  (M.  Gardler);  1 adult  male  again  wintered  in  the  Bunche  Beach/San  Carlos 
Bay  Preserve  (Lee;  C.  Ewell);  1 wintered  at  Marco  Island  (T.  Below). 

Red  Knot:  1 in  a plowed  field  at  Ruskin  16  Dec  (E.  Haney,  B.  Ahern,  B.  Pranty);  4 at 
Boca  Chica  Key  29  Dec  (C.  Goodrich);  217  at  Bird  Island  3 Feb  included  11  banded 
birds  (P.  Leary);  37  between  Caxambas  Pass  and  Cape  Romano  4 Feb  (T.  Below);  80 
at  Shell  Key  Preserve  16  Feb  (R.  Smith  et  ah). 

Sanderling:  534  between  Caxambas  Pass  and  Cape  Romano  4 Feb  (T,  Below). 

Semipalmated  Sandpiper:  10  at  Florida  Bay  {Miami-Dade  & Monroe)  14  Dec  (B.  Mul- 
rooney,  photo  of  1 to  FOC). 

Least  Sandpiper:  3500  at  Polk  mines  27  Dec  (P.  Fellers). 

Purple  Sandpiper:  1 at  Huguenot  Park  2 Dec  (A.  Bankert);  up  to  2 at  Ponce  de  Leon  In- 
let 5 Dec-EOS  (M.  Brothers). 

Dunlin:  5645  between  Caxambas  Pass  and  Cape  Romano  4 Feb  (T.  Below);  5000  at  Ce- 
dar Key  28  Feb  (M.  Gardler). 

Stilt  Sandpiper:  96  at  Polk  mines  29  Jan  (P.  Fellers). 

Short-billed  Dowitcher:  2000  at  Cedar  Key  28  Feb  (M.  Gardler). 

Long-billed  Dowitcher:  2500+  at  STA-5  and  800  N of  there  17  Feb  (D.  Goodwin  et  ah). 

American  Woodcock:  4 at  Tate's  Hell  SF  {Franklin)  9 Dec  (J.  Murphy);  up  to  6 dis- 
played at  Weekiwachee  Preserve  23  Dec-EOS  (B.  Hansen  et  al.);  3 along  Research 
Road,  Everglades  NP  30  Dec-EOS  (R.  Diaz,  J.  Boyd);  6 displayed  at  Richloam  Tract, 
Withlacoochee  SF  {Hernando)  10  Jan  (B.  Ahern);  1 adult  with  5 chicks  at  Kanapaha 
Prairie  22  Feb  (M.  Spalding). 

Franklin's  Gull:  1 juvenile  at  Fort  Walton  Beach  STF  to  4 Dec  (D.  Ware,  B.  Duncan); 
1 juvenile  at  Tomoka  Landfill,  Daytona  Beach  {Volusia)  4 & 10  Dec  (M.  Brothers). 

Ring-billed  Gull:  1 at  Daytona  Beach  2 Feb  with  an  orange  patagial  tag  (S.  Flamand) 
had  been  banded  at  Chicago  in  May  2007. 

*Calif0RNIA  Gull:  1 first-winter  bird  at  Tomoka  Landfill  (Volusia)  27  Jan-3  Feb  (A. 
Jaramillo,  A.  Vinokur  et  ah,  photos  to  FOC)  was  thought  to  be  the  same  individual  at 
Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  12  Feb  (M.  Brothers)  and  Daytona  Beach  Shores  (Volusia)  20 
Feb-6  Mar  (M.  Brothers);  1 adult  at  Cocoa  Landfill  {Brevard)  12  Feb  (L.  Atherton,  de- 
tails to  FOC). 


Field  Observations 


75 


*“European”  Herring  Gull:  2 first-winter  birds  at  Tomoka  Landfill,  Daytona  Beach  27 
Jan-3  Feb  (A.  Vinokur,  A.  Jaramillo  et  aL,  photos  to  FOSRC);  1 at  Central  Disposal 
Facility,  Cocoa  {Brevard)  1 Feb  (A.  Vinokur). 

Herring  Gull  x Glaucous  Gull:  up  to  3 first-winter  birds  present  at  Tomoka  Landfill 
and  Da5dona  Beach  Shores  13  Jan-6  Mar  (M.  Brothers,  photos  to  FOC). 

*Yellow-LEGGED  Gull  (Larus  michahellis):  1 putative  first-winter  bird  at  Tomoka 
Landfill,  Daytona  Beach  27-29  Jan  (B.  Wallace  et  aL,  photos  to  FOSRC). 

Thayer’s  Gull:  1 at  Cocoa  29  Jan-EOS  (D.  Freeland  et  aL,  details  to  FOC);  1 second- 
winter  bird  at  Tomoka  Landfill  22  Jan  (M.  Gardler,  photos  to  FOC),  and  2 first-winter 
birds  there  13  Feb  (M.  Brothers,  L.  Atherton,  B.  Anderson  et  aL). 

*ICELAND  Gull:  1 juvenile  off  Alligator  Point  2 Dec  (J.  Murphy,  accepted  by  FOSRC);  1 
juvenile  at  Bird  Island  29  Dec-9  Feb  (D.  & P.  Leary,  photos  to  FOC);  up  to  2 first-win- 
ter birds  at  Tomoka  Landfill  23  Jan-14  Feb  (M.  Brothers,  A.  Jaramillo  et  al.)  were 
thought  to  be  the  same  individuals  as  singles  off  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  28  Jan  and  at 
Daytona  Beach  Shores  14-15  Feb  (M.  Brothers,  photos  to  FOC);  1 first-winter  “Kum- 
lien’s”  at  Da,ytona  Beach  Shores  8 Feb  (M.  Brothers,  photo  to  FOC);  1 first- winter  bird 
at  the  Perdido  Landfill  (Escambia)  18  Feb  (L,  Catterton). 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull:  1 adult  at  Cape  San  Bias  (Gulf)  29  Dec  (J.  Murphy);  3 
adults  at  Sanibel  4 Jan  (V.  McGrath);  1 at  the  Hernando  Landfill  1-7  Feb  (C.  Black, 
M.  Gardler);  64  at  Boca  Chica  2 Feb  (C.  Goodrich);  1 first-winter  bird  at  Lake  Apopka 
NSRA  6 Feb,  and  1 adult  there  10-20  Feb  (H.  Robinson);  1 adult  at  the  Milton  Landfill 
(Santa  Rosa)  8-17  Feb  (B.  Duncan). 

Glaucous  Gull:  1 juvenile  at  Port  Canaveral  15  Dec  (M.  Gardler,  photo  to  FOC);  1 second- 
winter  bird  in  SE  Baker  12  Jan  (B.  Richter);  2 first-winter  birds  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  15 
Jan-EOS  were  thought  to  refer  to  the  singles  at  Daytona  Beach  Shores  and  the  Tomoka 
Landfill  (M.  Brothers);  1 first-winter  bird  at  Tomoka  Landfill  22  Jan  (M.  Gardler);  1 first- 
winter  bird  at  Cocoa  29  Jan-EOS  (D,  Freeland  et  al.);  1 third-year  bird  at  Destin  10  Feb 
(K.  & S.  Jones);  1 first-winter  bird  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  26  Feb-EOS  (M.  Brothers). 

Great  Black-backed  Gull:  1 Juvenile  at  Destin  (Okaloosa)  17  Dec  (B.  & L.  Duncan);  1 
adult  at  Honeymoon  Island  SP  (Pinellas)  28  Feb  (E.  Kwater). 

Gull-billed  Tern:  1 at  Four  Corners  Mine  (Polk)  30  Jan  (A.  & B.  Hansen);  1 at  Orlando 
Wetlands  Park  1 Feb  (B.  Anderson  et  ai.);  2 at  STA-5,  16-18  Feb  (M.  England  et  aL); 
1 at  Merritt  Island  NWR  25  Feb  (D.  Freeland);  1 at  Green  Key  27  Feb  (K.  Tracey);  2 
at  Cedar  Key  28  Feb  (M.  Gardler). 

Common  Tern:  1 at  Florida  Bay  14  Dec  (B.  Mulrooney,  photo  to  FOC);  1 at  Bunche 
Beach  18  Jan  (C.  Ewell). 

Forster’s  Tern:  611  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  16  Jan  (H.  Robinson). 

Sandwich  Tern:  1 at  Pensacola  Beach  (Escambia)  15  Dec  (A.  & D.  Forster). 

Black  Skimmer:  500  along  Dunedin  Causeway  (Pinellas)  22  Dec  (E.  Kwater);  400+  at 
STA-5,  2 & 16-18  Feb  (M.  England  et  al.);  500  at  Polk  mines  9 Feb  (P.  Fellers). 

Parasitic  Jaeger:  4 at  Amelia  Island  (Nassau)  10  Feb  (D.  Reed). 

Dovekie:  1 at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  27  Jan  (M.  Brothers,  B.  Wallace  et  al.,  details  to  FOC). 

*RAZ0RBILL:  1 in  alternate  plumage  at  Ponce  de  Leon  Inlet  25  Jan  (M.  Brothers,  details 
to  FOC). 

White-winged  Dove:  1 at  Bald  Point  7 Dec  (J,  Murphy). 

Monk  Parakeet:  6 at  Winter  Haven  (Polk)  3 Feb  (L.  Albright). 

Blue-crowned  Parakeet:  25  at  Bradenton  (Manatee)  1-2  Jan  (W.  Stinehelfer,  photos  to 
FOC  by  R.  Howard);  50  at  Indian  Harbor  Beach  (Brevard)  24  Jan  (S.  Epps). 

Smooth-billed  Ani:  6 (4  adults  and  2 juveniles)  at  Fort  Lauderdale  (Broward)  16  Dec 
(B.  Roberts). 

Groove-billed  Ani:  1 at  Allentown  (Santa  Rosa)  1-17  Dec  (N.  Dixon);  1 at  Myakka 
River  SP  8 Jan  (J.  Ulrikson,  photos  to  FOC). 

Burrowing  Owl:  1 at  River  Lakes  Conservation  Area  (Brevard)  7 Jan  (D.  Freeland). 
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*LonG“EAEED  OwL:  1 found  emaciated  at  Garcon  Point  (Santa  Rosa)  30  Nov  (D.  Rodgers) 
was  rehabilitated  and  released  in  central  Santa  Rosa  IJan  (photos  by  L,  Duncan,  ac- 
cepted by  FOSRC), 

Nighthawk  SPECIES:  1 at  Tomoka  Marshes,  Ormond  Beach  (Volusia)  20  Dec  was 
thought  to  be  a Lesser  Nighthawk  (M.  Brothers). 

Lesser  Nighthawk:  3 along  Research  Road,  Everglades  NP  1-2  Jan  (R,  Diaz);  6 at  Eco 
Pond,  Everglades  NP  (Monroe)  13  Jan  (B.  Roberts);  11  at  Frog  Pond  WMA  (Miami- 
Dade)  13  Jan  (B.  Roberts). 

Common  Nighthawk:  2 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  4 Jan  (A.  Banker!,  B.  Anderson). 

*Broad-billed  Hummingbird:  1 at  Blountstown  (Calhoun)  mid-Dec-EOS  (R.  Dennis, 
banded  by  F.  Bassett,  photos  to  FOC  by  D.  Goodwin  and  L.  Atherton);  1 second-year 
male  at  Jacksonville  1 Jan-EOS  (S.  Dixon,  photos  to  FOC  by  A.  Kratter). 

Buff-bellied  Hummingbird:  1 at  Fort  Walton  Beach  17  Dec-EOS  was  banded  14  Feb 
(F.  Bassett);  1 banded  at  Pensacola  9 Jan  (F.  Bassett);  1 captured  at  Gulf  Breeze  24 
Jan  had  returned  for  its  2nd  year  (F.  Bassett);  1 banded  at  Milton  31  Jan  (F.  Bassett); 

1 banded  at  Fort  Walton  Beach  14  Feb  (F.  Bassett). 

Ruby-throated  Hummingbird:  29  banded  from  Pensacola  to  Tallahassee  20  Dec- 14  Feb 
(F.  Bassett);  1 captured  at  Gulf  Breeze  5 Jan  had  returned  for  its  5th  year  (F.  Bas- 
sett); 1 captured  at  Tallahassee  28  Dec  had  returned  for  its  4th  year  (F.  Bassett). 

Black-chinned  Hummingbird:  1 captured  at  Pensacola  5 Jan  had  returned  for  its  4th  year 
(F.  Bassett);  1 captured  at  Pensacola  24  Jan  had  returned  for  its  3rd  year  (F.  Bassett);  1 
male  at  Mims  (Brevard)  12  Dec-EOS  (D.  Stuckey  et  al.,  photos  to  FOC  by  D.  Bales). 

*Anna'S  Hummingbird:  1 female  at  DeFuniak  Springs  had  been  present  ca.  2 months 
when  banded  29  Dec  and  remained  to  31  Jan  (D.  & L.  Dobson,  F.  Bassett  et  al.,  ac- 
cepted by  FOSRC). 

*Calliope  Hummingbird:  1 adult  male  at  Pensacola  9 Jan-EOS  (B.  Warwick,  banded  by 
F.  Bassett). 

*Br0AD-TAILED  Hummingbird:  1 at  Baker  (Okaloosa)  8 Dec  (M.  Friedman,  banded  by  F. 
Bassett). 

Rufous  Hummingbird:  26  banded  from  Pensacola  to  Tallahassee  21  Dec- 14  Feb  (F.  Bas- 
sett); 1 captured  at  Pensacola  10  Jan  had  returned  for  its  7th  year  (F.  Bassett);  1 cap- 
tured at  Valrico  15  Jan  had  returned  for  its  5th  year  (F.  Bassett,  S.  Backes). 

Hairy  Woodpecker:  4 (2  pairs)  in  recently  burned  longleaf  pine  flatwoods  at  J.B.  Star- 
key  Wilderness  Park  29  Dec  (B.  Ahern,  B.  Pranty);  10  at  Lake  Kissimmee  SP  15  Jan 
(C.  Geanangel  et  al.);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  25  Jan  (H.  Robinson);  2 at  Three  Lakes 
WMA  15  Feb  (B.  Anderson  et  aL). 

Least  Flycatcher:  up  to  23  (19  Dec)  wintered  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  (H.  Robinson);  1 
W of  Fort  Pierce  (St.  Lucie)  9 & 10  Jan  (H.  Rufe,  D.  Hull  et  aL,  photos  to  FOC). 

*Say'S  Phoebe:  1 NE  of  Astatula  21  Dec-EOS  (G.  Basil!  et  al.,  accepted  by  FOSRC). 

Vermilion  Flycatcher:  1 male  at  St.  Marks  NWR  4 Dec  and  24  Jan  (A.  Wraithmell,  M. 
Hartley);  1 at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  SP  to  21  Feb  (J.  Watson,  T.  Blunden);  1 male 
at  Lake  Jesup  Conservation  Area  to  25  Feb  (J.  Dinsmore). 

Ash-THROATED  Flycatcher:  1 at  Tallahassee  5 Dec  (G.  Menk,  details  to  FOC);  1 at  Lake 
Monroe  Conservation  Area,  Osteen  (Volusia)  8 Dec  (D.  Bales,  photos  to  FOC);  3 at 
Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  SP  16  Dec  (S.  Collins,  E.  Scales  et  aL);  1 at  Apopka  (Orange) 
25  Dec  (A.  Vinokur);  up  to  16  (14  Dec)  wintered  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  (H.  Robinson). 

Great  Crested  Flycatcher:  1 at  Balm-Boyette  Scrub  Preserve  (Hillsborough)  6 Dec 
(B.  Ahern);  3 at  Lake  Kissimmee  SP  15  Feb  (C.  Geanangel  et  al.). 

Brown-crested  Flycatcher:  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  14  Dec-EOS  (H.  Robinson);  up  to 

2 at  Hidden  Lake,  Everglades  NP  (MiamLDade)  30  Dec-EOS  (R.  Diaz,  B.  Boeringer). 

La  Sagra’S  Flycatcher:  1 at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  SP  11  Jan-2  Feb  (R.  Diaz  et  aL, 

photos  by  T.  Mitchell  to  FOC,  identified  by  L.  Atherton  and  B.  Anderson). 

*Tropical-TYPE  Kingbird:  1 on  Kissimmee  CBC  30  Dec  (L.  Rosen,  photo  to  FOC). 
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*Cassin’s  Kingbird:  1 photographed  S of  Clewiston  (Hendry)  15  Dec-EOS  (G.  Legates  et 
aL,  accepted  by  FOSRC). 

Western  Kingbird:  singles  ca.  5 km  apart  E of  Brooksville  15  Dec  & 12  Feb  (C.  Black,  J. 
Hintermister);  4 SW  of  Dade  City  (Pasco)  22  Dec  (D.  Bowman,  B.  Ahem  et  aL);  2 at  Na- 
ples 23  Dec  (A.  Murray);  1 at  St.  Marks  NWR  25  Dec  (A.  Bankert);  up  to  71  (26  Dec) 
wintered  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  (D.  Freeman);  two  singles  at  Jacksonville  29  Dec  (J. 
Burgess,  A.  Turner);  3 at  Venice  Airport  (Sarasota)  1 Jan  (R.  Oren);  2 at  Sarasota  5 
Jan-3  Feb  (E.  Miller  et  aL);  1 at  Fort  De  Soto  Park  25  Jan~27  Feb  (L.  Atherton  et  aL);  1 
at  Pensacola  4-6  Feb  (P.  McLeod);  2 at  Sneads  18  Feb  (A.  Wraithmell);  1 near  Bartow 
(Polk)  28  Feb  (T.  Palmer);  up  to  69  wintered  at  The  Villages  (Marion;  J.  Dinsmore). 

SCISSOR-TAILED  FLYCATCHER:  1 at  Chuluota  (Seminole)  1-22  Dec  (B.  Sicolo  et  aL);  1 at  Port 
Canaveral  8 Dec  (T.  Dunkerton  et  aL);  1 at  Pensacola  10  Dec  (L.  Duncan);  1 on  the  Choc- 
tawhatchee  CBC  (Okaloosa)  17  Dec  (C.  Saleeby);  1 along  Fruitville  Road  (Sarasota)  5-28 
Jan  (M,  Dunson);  3 at  San  Antonio  (Pasco)  25  Dec-9  Jan  (G.  Quigley,  M.  White);  3 at 
Ruskin  8 Feb  (B.  Ahern);  10  at  Homestead  (Miami-Dade)  11  Feb  (B.  Boeringer);  2 win- 
tered at  The  Villages  (Marion;  J.  Dinsmore);  up  to  4 wintered  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  (B. 
Anderson);  up  to  5 wintered  along  Cockroach  Bay  Road  (B,  Ahem  et  al,). 

Bell’s  VireO:  1 at  Valparaiso  (Okaloosa)  17  Dec  (M.  Clark,  details  to  FOC);  1 at  Pi- 
necraft  Park  (Sarasota)  26  Dec-3  Feb  (R.  Greenspun  et  aL,  photos  to  FOC). 

Black-throated  Magpie- Jay  (Calocitta  Formosa):  1 unbanded  adult  with  undam- 
aged rectrices  and  remiges  near  Dade  City  Dec- 15  Feb  (R.  Geiger,  B.  Pranty  et  al., 
photos  to  FOC). 

Fish  Crow:  birds  attempted  to  prey  on  Monk  Parakeet  eggs  or  nestlings  at  Bailey’s  Bluff 
(Pasco)  3 Dec  (K.  Tracey,  M.  Gardler);  numbers  reduced  along  the  Panhandle  coast  in 
recent  years,  perhaps  the  result  of  West  Nile  Virus,  so  88  at  Milton  Landfill  (Santa 
Rosa)  8 Feb  were  encouraging  (B.  Duncan). 

Horned  Lark:  up  to  6 near  Two  Egg  (Jackson)  23  Dec-29  Jan  (A.  Wraithmell  et  aL), 

Purple  Martin:  1 at  Sarasota  18  Jan  (T.  Mossbarger);  2 at  Gainesville  19  Jan  (S. 
Bishop);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  20  Jan  (H.  Robinson);  birds  were  nesting  in  niches 
in  the  roof  over  gas  pumps  at  Yeehaw  Junction  (Osceola)  23  Feb  (B.  Wagner),  a be- 
havior also  noted  nearby  at  Kenansviile  in  the  early  or  mid-1990s  (B.  Pranty). 

Northern  Rough-winged  Swallov/:  800  at  Bear  Island  Beach  1 Dec  (B.  Ahern);  12  at 
J.B.  Starkey  Wilderness  Park  29  Dec  (D.  & L.  Margeson,  photos  to  FOC);  50+  at  STA- 
5,  16-18  Feb  (M.  England  et  aL);  1 at  Gainesville  21  Feb  (J.  Watson). 

Bank  Swallow:  1 at  Flamingo,  Everglades  NP  6 Jan  (L.  Manfredi);  1 at  Viera  25  Ja.n~19 
Feb  (M.  O’Brien  et  al.). 

Cliff  Swallow:  3 on  the  Econlockhatchee  CBC  (Seminole)  22  Dec  (K.  Knight,  details  to 
FOC). 

Cave  Swallow:  2 at  Gulf  Breeze  (Santa  Rosa)  23  Dec  (B.  Duncan,  W=  Duncan);  2 at  Bald 
Point  24  Dec  (J.  Murphy), 

Barn  Swallow:  1 at  Fort  Walton  Beach  STF  3 Dec  (D,  Ware);  2 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA 
26  Feb,  and  5 there  29  Feb  (H.  Robinson);  1 at  Viera  28  Feb  (D.  Freeland). 

Red-breasted  Nuthatch:  1 at  Weekiwachee  Preserve  26  Dec  (D.  Goodwin,  details  to 
FOC);  2 at  Ponce  de  Leon  Springs  (Holmes)  23  Jan  (M.  Berney). 

Brown  Creeper:  1 at  Tate’s  Hell  SF  14  Dec  (J.  Murphy);  1 at  Kanapaha  Prairie  30  Dec- 
12  Jan  (J,  Baker);  1 at  O’Leno  SP  31  Dec  (P.  Burns);  1 at  Ponce  de  Leon  Springs  SP  3 
Jan  (B.  Ahern,  R.  Smith  et  al.). 

Winter  Wren:  1 near  Mayport  (Duval)  29  Dec  (J.  Burgess);  1 at  Apalachicola  NF  30  Dec 
(J.  Murphy,  A.  Knothe);  2 at  Ponce  de  Leon  Springs  SP  3 Jan  (B.  Ahem,  R.  Smith  et 
aL);  1 at  Blountstown  (Calhoun)  3 Jan  (B.  Ahem,  R.  Smith);  1 at  Three  Rivers  SP 
(Jackson)  22  Jan  (M.  Berney). 

Golden-crowned  Kinglet:  6 at  Joe  Budd  WMA  (Gadsden)  17  Jan  (B.  Ahern);  2 at  Su- 
wannee River  SP  11  Feb  (A.  Wraithmell). 
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European  Starling:  1 leudstic  bird  at  Holiday  (Pasco)  20  Dec  (K.  Tracey,  photo  to  FOC). 

Sprague’s  Pipit:  2 at  Apalachicola  (Franklin)  28  Dec  (J.  Murphy  et  al.);  1 at  Lake  lamo- 
nia  (Leon)  6 Jan  (T.  Engstrom). 

Blue-winged  Warbler:  1 adult  male  at  Clay  Island,  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  25  Dec  (A,  Vi- 
nokur), 

Nashville  Warbler:  1 at  Gainesville  9 Dec-6  Feb  (G.  Zimmerman,  A.  Kent);  1 at  the 
University  of  Miami  (Miami-Dade)  22  Dec-18  Jan  (B.  Boeringer,  R.  Diaz);  1 at  Lake 
Apopka  NSRA  16  Dec- 18  Jan  (H.  Robinson,  A.  Vinokur);  1 at  Weeki  Wachee  26  Dec 
(C.  Black,  G.  Parsons  et  ah);  1 at  Valrico  (Hillsborough)  30  Dec  (S.  Backes);  1 at  Alta- 
monte Springs  1-9  Jan  (G.  Bretz,  P.  Hueber);  1 at  Mead  Garden,  Winter  Park  (Or- 
ange) 19  Jan-EOS  (D.  Richardson  et  al.). 

Northern  ParulA:  2 in  song  at  Ocean  Pond  26  Feb  (B.  Richter). 

Yellow  Warbler:  2 at  West  Kendall  (Miami-Dade)  to  28  Jan  (J.  Boyd), 

Chestnut-sided  Warbler:  1 at  Bystre  Lake  12  Feb  (J.  Hintermister). 

Magnolia  Warbler:  1 male  near  Arcadia  (Hardee)  26  Jan  (J.  Kern). 

Cape  May  Warbler:  1 male  at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  SP  7 Feb  was  thought  to  be  an 
early  migrant  (R.  Diaz). 

Black-throated  Blue  Warbler:  1 female  at  Altamonte  Springs  1 Dec  (P.  Hueber);  1 at 
Ferndale  Reserve  (Lake)  8 Dec  (D.  Freeland  et  al.). 

Pine  Warbler:  559  at  Lake  Kissimmee  SP  15  Jan  (C.  Geanangel). 

Prairie  Warbler:  1 at  Avalon  Beach  (Santa  Rosa)  17  Dec  (J.  Pfeiffer);  1 at  Pensacola  12 
Feb  (A.  & D.  Forster). 

Palm  Warbler:  53  moved  through  the  “Migrant  Funnel”  at  Green  Key  22  Jan  (K. 
Tracey). 

American  Redstart:  1 at  S Jacksonville  10  Dec  (J.  Cocke);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  14 
Dec  (H.  Robinson);  1 at  Gainesville  16  Dec  (S.  Robinson);  1 at  N Jacksonville  29  Dec 
(A.  Turner);  1 at  New  Port  Richey  11-12  Jan  (K.  Tracey,  photo  to  FOC)  furnished  the 
first  winter  record  for  Pasco;  1 at  Green  Key  22  Jan  (K.  Tracey);  1 at  Gainesville  26 
Jan  (M.  Manetz). 

Northern  Waterthrush:  20  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  23  Jan,  and  21  there  15  Feb  (H. 
Robinson);  1 at  Hague  10  Feb  (M.  Manetz). 

Louisiana  Waterthrush:  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  20  Feb,  and  5 there  24-26  Feb  (H. 
Robinson). 

Hooded  Warbler:  1 male  at  Hidden  Lake,  Everglades  NP  2 Jan-EOS  (R.  Diaz,  B. 
Rapoza);  1 male  at  Royal  Palm,  Everglades  NP  (Miami-Dade)  9 Feb  (R.  Diaz,  J.  Boyd). 

Wilson’s  Warbler:  1 at  Southern  Glades  WEA  (Miami-Dade)  2 Dec  (M.  Berney  et  al.); 

1 at  Boyd  Hill  Nature  Preserve  15  Dec  (R.  Smith  et  al.);  up  to  2 at  Gainesville  16  Dec- 
4 Feb  (S.  Robinson,  L.  Terry  et  al.);  1 at  Tallahassee  24  Dec  & 14  Jan  (G.  Menk);  1 at 
Hague  27  Jan-10  Feb  (M.  Manetz), 

Yellow-breasted  Chat:  1 at  University  of  West  Florida  (Escambia)  7 Dec  (A.  Harper); 

2 at  Everglades  NP  (Miami-Dade)  11  Dec  & 2 Jan  (R.  Diaz);  1 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA 
30  Jan  (H.  Robinson);  1 at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida  SP  3 Feb  (R.  Diaz);  1 at  Tallahas- 
see 21  Jan  (J.  Armstrong). 

Bananaquit:  1 white-throated  type  at  Holl3rwood  (Broward)  12  Feb-EOS  (J.  Kaplan  et 
al.,  P.  Nistico,  photo  to  FOC). 

Western  Tanager:  1 male  at  Tallahassee  6 Dec-EOS  was  joined  by  a female  30  Dec- 
EOS  (F.  Rutkovsky);  1 adult  male  at  Pensacola  7 Dec  (B.  Tetlow);  1 male  at  Niceville 
(Okaloosa)  6 Jan-13  Feb  (C.  Goodyear,  R.  Stiles  et  al.);  1 at  Bill  Baggs  Cape  Florida 
SP  12-31  Jan  (R.  Diaz). 

Bachman’s  Sparrow:  many  in  song  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  SP  12  Jan  (E,  Her- 
nandez). 

Chipping  Sparrow:  1 leucistic  bird  on  the  Brooksville  CBC  (Hernando)  15  Dec  (G.  Par- 
sons, photos  to  FOC). 
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Clay-colored  Sparrow:  1 at  Wekiwa  Springs  SP  {Orange)  2 Dec  (A.  Boyle);  1 at  Baker 
{Okaloosa)  22  Dec  (A.  Bankert);  4 at  Dundee  {Polk)  12  Jan  (P.  Timmer,  C.  Geanan- 
gel);  1 at  Flamingo,  Everglades  NP  13  Jan  (B.  Roberts);  1 at  Lake  Ashton  {Polk)  27 
Jan  (A.  & B.  Delorey);  2 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  12  Feb  (H.  Robinson). 

“Florida  Grasshopper  Sparrow’7  2 in  song  at  Kissimmee  Prairie  Preserve  SP  16  Feb 
(E.  Hernandez  et  aL). 

Henslow’S  Sparrow:  21  at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  SP  16  Dec  (E.  Scales  et  al.);  1 in  N 
Baker  11  Jan  (B.  Richter);  1 at  Tate’s  Hell  SF  26  Jan  (J.  Murphy,  A.  Knothe);  2 banded 
at  Weekiwachee  Preserve  26  Jan  (M.  Korosy  et  al.,  photo  to  FOC  by  B.  Pranty). 

Le  Conte’s  Sparrow:  2 banded  at  Weekiwachee  Preserve  26  Jan  (M.  Korosy  et  ah,  photo 
to  FOC  by  B.  Pranty). 

Fox  Sparrow:  1 banded  at  Wekiwa  Springs  SP  2 Dec  (A.  Boyle,  photos  to  FOC);  1 in  NE 
Jackson  23  Dec  (B.  Anderson  et  ah);  4 in  Washington  26  Dec  (R.  Smith);  1 at  O’Leno 
SP  11  Jan  (J.  Sulek);  3 at  Joe  Budd  WMA  17  Jan  (B.  Ahern). 

Song  Sparrow:  1 in  song  at  Tallahassee  19  Feb  (G.  Menk). 

Lincoln’s  Sparrow:  2 at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  21  Dec  (H.  Robinson);  1 at  Lutz  8 Jan  (D. 
Bowman,  photo  to  FOC);  1 W of  Monticello  {Jefferson)  20  Jan  (B,  Ahern). 

Dark-eyed  Junco:  12  at  Joe  Budd  WMA  17  Jan  (B.  Ahern);  3 at  Three  Rivers  SP  {Jack- 
son)  22  Jan  (M.  Berney). 

Lapland  Longspur:  1 at  Huguenot  Memorial  Park  1 Dec  (B.  Richter). 

Rose-breasted  Grosbeak:  1 at  Southern  Glades  WEA  26  Jan  (R.  Diaz). 

Blue  Grosbeak:  up  to  4 in  female  plumage  wintered  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  (A.  Vinokur, 
H.  Robinson). 

*Lazuli  Bunting:  1 first-winter  male  at  Emeralda  Marsh  Conservation  Area  {Lake)  28 
Jan-4  Feb  (B.  Gay  et  ah,  photos  to  FOC  by  P.  Lindsay  and  P.  Nistico);  1 first-winter  male 
at  Alva  {Lee)  5 Feb-EOS  (L.  & L.  White  et  ah,  photos  to  FOC  by  C.  Ewell  and  B.  Pranty). 

Indigo  Bunting:  15  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  2 Dec  (H.  Robinson);  1 at  Gulf  Breeze  18-20 
Dec  (B.  Duncan);  20  or  more  wintered  at  Alva  (L.  & L.  White  et  ah). 

Painted  Bunting:  1 at  Apalachicola  28  Dec  (J.  Murphy,  A.  Knothe);  3 in  Alachua  3 Jan- 
EOS,  included  1 at  a feeder  for  its  fifth  year  (D.  Werner,  K.  Miller,  L.  Krause);  up  to  4 near 
Brooksville  27  Jan-EOS  (L.  Vanderveen);  1 at  Williston  {Levy)  15  Feb-EOS  (R.  Rowan);  1 
at  Chinsegut  Nature  Center  {Hernando)  21  Feb  (K.  Wood);  2 females  wintered  at  Cedar 
Key,  with  1 male  there  27  Feb-EOS  (D.  Henderson);  8 wintered  at  Oakland  Nature  Pre- 
serve {Orange;  T.  Rodriguez);  2 adult  males  wintered  at  Alva  (L.  & L.  White  et  ah). 

Yellow-headed  Blackbird:  1 adult  female  at  “Dump  Marsh”  {Miami-Dade)  9 Dec-5 
Jan  (R.  Torres,  M.  Berney);  1 adult  male  at  Tidewater  Preserve  {Manatee)  9 Jan  (D. 
Williamson);  1 adult  male  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  26  Jan  (H.  Robinson). 

Rusty  Blackbird:  1 at  Gainesville  9 Dec  (R.  Rowan);  3 at  Micanopy  {Alachua)  16  Dec 
(G.  Kiltie);  a few  at  Blue  Lake,  Chipley  {Washington)  26  Dec  (R.  Smith);  6 at  Withla- 
coochee  SF  {Hernando)  28  Dec  (E.  Haney);  250  in  Okaloosa  19  Jan  (B.  Ahern);  about 
100  in  N Baker  24  Feb  (B,  Richter). 

Brewer’s  Blackbird:  20  or  more  in  N Baker  24  Feb  (B.  Richter). 

Shiny  Cowbird:  1 male  at  Lake  Apopka  NSRA  18  Jan  (H.  Robinson). 

Bronzed  Cowbird:  39  at  Eagle  Lakes  Park,  Naples  27  Dec  (H.  McGuinness);  up  to  5 at 
the  Sarasota  Celery  Fields  5-21  Jan  (J.  Dubi  et  ah);  1 male  at  Pensacola  8 Feb  (A.  & 
D.  Forster). 

Orchard  Oriole:  1 at  Paynes  Prairie  Preserve  SP  16  Dec  (J.  Hintermister  et  ah);  1 at 
Lake  Apopka  NSRA  19-21  Dec  (B.  Anderson,  H.  Robinson  et  ah);  1 first-year  male  at 
South  Venice  {Sarasota)  6 Jan  (K.  Edwards,  photos  to  FOC). 

*Bullock’S  Oriole:  1 female  again  wintered  at  Tallahassee  (F.  Rutkovsky,  accepted  by 
FOSRC). 

Purple  Finch:  1 at  Lake  City  6 Jan  (J.  Krummrich);  2 males  at  Torreya  SP  {Liberty)  9 
Jan  (L.  Atherton,  photos  to  FOC);  1 male  at  Greenboro  {Gadsden)  17  Jan  (B.  Ahern). 
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Pine  Siskin:  60+  in  Alachua  16  Dec-EOS  (R.  Norton  et  al.);  1 at  Chinsegut  Nature  Cen- 
ter {Hernando)  10  Jan-EOS  (K.  Wood  et  aL). 

Contributors:  Brian  Ahern,  Larry  Albright,  Tom  Allen,  Bruce  Anderson,  John  Arm- 
strong, Lyn  Atherton,  Steve  Backes,  Jim  Baker,  P.  Baker,  Danny  Bales,  Andy  Bankert, 
Gian  Basili,  Fred  Bassett,  Ted  Below,  Mark  Berney,  Scott  Bishop,  Clay  Black,  David 
Blood,  Travis  Blunden,  Bill  Boeringer,  Bill  & Jan  Bolte,  Roy  Book,  David  Bowman,  Reed 
Bowman,  John  Boyd,  Andy  Boyle,  Bill  Bremser,  Greg  Bretz,  Michael  Brothers,  Joe  Bur- 
gess, Patricia  Burns,  Bob  Carroll,  Laura  Catterton,  Jim  Cavanagh,  Morris  Clark,  Roger 
Clark,  Julie  Cocke,  Michael  Collins,  Steve  Collins,  Buck  & Linda  Cooper,  Kevin  Dailey, 
Mike  Delany,  Alan  & Barbara  Delorey,  Ray  Dennis,  Robin  Diaz,  James  Dinsmore, 
Nathan  Dixon,  Sandy  Dixon,  Dara  & Lloyd  Dobson,  Mary  Dowdell,  Terry  Doyle,  Jeanne 
Dubi,  Bob  Duncan,  Lucy  Duncan,  Will  Duncan,  Tom  Dunkerton,  Margaret  Dunson,  Jim 
Eager,  Kevin  Edwards,  Margaret  England,  Todd  Engstrom,  Susan  Epps,  Charlie  Ewell, 
Paul  Fellers,  Guy  Fischer,  Scott  Flamand,  Melissa  Forehand,  Ann  & Dan  Forster,  David 
Freeland,  Dot  Freeman,  Maryann  Friedman,  Murray  Gardler,  Barbara  Gay,  Chuck 
Geanangel,  Rhonda  Geiger,  Carl  Goodrich,  David  Goodwin,  Carol  Goodyear,  Rick 
Greenspun,  Erik  Haney,  Al  & Bev  Hansen,  Alex  Harper,  Mitchell  Harris,  Michael  Hart- 
ley, Bob  Henderson,  Dale  Henderson,  Erica  Hernandez,  John  Hintermister,  R.  Howard, 
Paul  Hueber,  Dotty  Hull,  Alvaro  Jaramillo,  Kelly  & Sarah  Jones,  Joe  Kaplan,  Adam 
Kent,  Jackie  Kern,  Michael  Keys,  Grace  Kiltie,  Bob  Knight,  Katrina  Knight,  Alan  Knothe, 
Marianne  Korosy,  Andy  Kratter,  Linda  Krause,  Jerry  Krummrich,  Phil  Laipis,  Ed  Kwa- 
ter,  David  Lapsey,  Doris  & Patrick  Leary,  Renne  Leatto,  Gary  Legates,  Paul  Lehman,  Peg 
Lindsay,  Jan  Lloyd,  Angela  Luzader,  Russell  MacGregor,  Lome  Malo,  Larry  Manfredi, 
Don  & Lorraine  Margeson,  Mike  Manetz,  Bill  & Eleanor  Marr,  Vince  McGrath,  Hugh 
McGuinness,  Powers  McLeod,  Mike  McMillian,  Gail  Menk,  Edith  Miller,  Karl  Miller, 
Paul  Miller,  Trey  Mitchell,  Heidi  Moore,  Tina  Mossbarger,  Brennan  Mulrooney,  John 
Murphy,  Alan  Murray,  Paul  Nistico,  Robert  Norton,  Michael  O’Brien,  Rhett  Oren,  Tom 
Palmer,  Gail  Parsons,  Scott  Patterson,  Ruth  Ellen  Peipert,  B.  Penhollow,  James  Pfeiffer, 
Tom  Pitchford,  Bill  Pranty,  Brian  Rapoza,  Diane  Reed,  Dexter  Richardson,  Bob  Richter, 
Bryant  Roberts,  Don  Robinson,  Harry  Robinson,Scott  Robinson,  D.  Rodgers,  Tom  Rod- 
riguez, Larry  Rosen,  Rex  Rowan,  Hart  Rufe,  Fran  Rutkovsky,  Charley  Saleeby,  Bob  Sand- 
ers, Earl  Scales,  Steve  Schubert,  Bob  Sicolo,  David  Simpson,  Ron  Smith,  Marilyn 
Spalding,  Robin  Stiles,  Wes  Stinehelfer,  Doug  Stuckey,  Jacqui  Sulek,  Linda  Terry,  Betsy 
Tetlow,  Pete  Timmer,  Dana  Timmons,  Roberto  Torres,  Ken  Tracey,  Anne  Turner,  Jerry 
Ulrikson,  Michelle  van  Deventer,  Linda  Vanderveen,  Alex  Vinokur,  Billi  Wagner,  Al  Wal- 
lace, Bob  Wallace,  Connie  Ward,  Don  Ware,  Burt  Warwick,  Joshua  Watson,  Donna  Wells, 
Debra  Werner,  Leon  & Lois  White,  Michelle  White,  Dave  Williamson,  Meret  Wilson,  Walt 
Winton,  Kristin  Wood,  Andy  Wraithmell,  Gina  Zimmerman,  and  Tom  Zinneman. 
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